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The following investigation was conducted 1^ SA BARTAUD 






*. .-/ V ' \k photograph of the subject w^'displ^ed to Confidential''' '. A 
Informant T-l.' of knbwn reliability, on. Septei&er 27V “wh^ch tiae ^ 'I ■ > 

^ etatedthal tte atib ject' was laotitnown to blal.-, ^ further ^stated that>c. 

■ , - he has never heard any reference m^e to the subject, nor has he ever seen . 

:* p. ‘ J ; eubject^s name^ before# 
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^RECTOR, SAC URGENT 


5«-ie PM 




OSCAR JOHN^AGO, WAS., ESP. R. JULE^^CMCHIEN ADMITTED 
ACOUAINTANCESHIP WITH VAGO SINCE LATE NINETEEN THIRTIES. DENIED 


ANY KNOWLEDGE OF VA60S PARTICIPATION IN ESP, COMMUNIST PAR 




ACTIVITY UR MEMBERSHIP. DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF BUBJECTS ILLEGAL 


RESIDENCE IN U.S 


REPORT FOLLOWS. 
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IRECTOR AND SAC 


DEFERRED 
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OSCAR JOHN VAGOx WAS., ESPIONAGE DASH R. PAUL CROUCH OF MIAMI 

¥ 

INTERVIEVED IN LA OCT THREE, FIFTY. PHOTO OF SUBJECT VAS EXHIBITED 
CROUCH VUO ADVISED HE DID NOT KNOW SUBJECT- S NAME BUT FEELS THAT HE 
IS auiTE SURE THAT HE RAD SEEN RIM IN THE COMPANY OF LOUI^n^BARTI 
AND JACO^^LOS IN NYC BETWEEN NINETEEN niRTYFOUR AND THIRTYSn ON 
SEVERAL OCCASIONS. CROUCH DOES NOT KNOW WHETHER SUBJECT WAS A MEMBER 
OF THE CP OR WHETHER THE OCCASIONS HE HAD SEEN HIM WITH 6IBARTI AND 
60L0S WERE IN ANY WAY CONNECTED WITH THE AFFAIRS OF THE CP. CROUCH 
FURTHER DID NOT RECALL THE PARTICULAR OATES, TIMES, OR PLACES WHEN RE 
HAD SEEN THE SUBJECT IN NY. CROUCH STATED THAT ALTHOUGH SUBJECT-S 
APPEARANCE WAS FAMILIAR TO HIM FROM PHOTO, THAT HE WOULD BE UNABLE 
TO MAKE POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION OF SUBJECT. CROUCH IDENTIFIED G^LOS 
AS A MEMBER OF THE CONTROL COMMISSION, CP USA, AND A MEMBER OF THE ^ 


INTERVIEW UNTIL MONDAY N 




HUNGARIAN BUREAU, CP USA. HE VAS ATTACHED TO THE STAFF OF UJELONE^ ^ 
A HUNGARIAN NEWSPAPER. mat AVAILABLE 


NOT ABAILABLE 


CONTACT UNTIL APPROXIMATELY OCT 1VENTYFIVE. HONIG TO BE CONTACTED 
IMMEDIATELY* MIAMI ADVISED 
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OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WA, ESP - R. AT TIME OF ARREST, VAGO CARRIED BUSINESS 

lU^^IDLINGER, GENERAL ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES, ONE NINE TW(y5^(^ 
I^T STRm. N. U. WASHINGTON,, J). C. - INFT ADVISED MRS « CLA IRE 
^ WIFE OF SUBJ, ,PAYK 0?TW0 


CARD OF PA 
EIGHT FIRST STREET 


^ ' 

[Sd DOLLAR CHECK DRAWN BY WEIDLINGER 


ON RI^S NATIONAL BANK*, WASHINGTON. WFO REQUESTED TO IDENTIFY WEIDLINGIB 

^ N recorded: 6 
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OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WAS, ESP-R. RE LAT TEL OCT. FIVE LAST VAGO UNKNOWN 

/ f’ '-- ^' ■ ' .. 

TO ELIZABETTOC^NTLEY. ARRANGEMENTS MADE FOR INTERVIEW WITH GI- ^ 

BARTl. COAI®S DESTKO^ 1 1 ^ 
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OSCAR JOHN VAGO, W.AS., ESPIONAGE -R-. RENYTEL FOURTH INSTANT. 


PHILIPALEVINE INTERVIEWED BOSTON DIVISION OFFICES THIS DATE BY SAS 
KEENAN AND BRENTON S. GORDON. LEVINE ASSERTED THAT HE, AT NO TIME, 
KNEW OR SUSPECTED VAGO OF CP AFFILIATIONS AND HAD NEVER SEEN VAGO IN 
POSSESSION OF DAILY WORKER OR MAKE REFERENCE TO LATTER PAPER. LEVINE 
: ^ STATED IN THE SPRING O^INEJEEN FORTY EIGHT, MONTH OR EXACT DATE 

; NOT REMEMBERED, HARR^J^LD AND LEVINE WENT TO VAGO-S APARTM.ENT IN 






^ EVENING. THE MEETING FOLLOWED LE VINE-S UNAUTHORIZED REVIEW OF BROTH- 
- MAN-S FILES AND DEFINITEL’^CCURED DURING THAT TIME WHEN BROTHMAN 

3k —J 

WAS IN SWITZERLAND. ONLY ONE OTHER PERSON WAS PRESENT IN ADDITION 
\ TO THREE NAMED AND SHE WAS MRS. OSCAl^^GO. LEVINE CANNOT RECALL 
M EXACTLY WHAT PART MRS. P|.AYED IN CONVERSATIONS. VAGO-S APARTMENT 



AT THAT TIME WAS LOCATED IN FOREST HILLS SECTION, ON A STREET OFF 
QUEENS BLVD AND IN A BUILDING KNOWN AS QUOTE THORNEYCROFT APARTMENT 
UNQUOTE. LEVINE STATED HE HAS ABSOLUTELY NO RECOLLECTION OF ' 
VAGO-S HAVING MADE ANY STATEMENTS WITH REFERENCE TO ILLEGAL ENTRY 


INTO U. S., ESPIONAGE OR ANY OTHER VIOLATION OF LAW 


END PAGE ONE 
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WAS CONFRONTED WITH KNOWN FACTS. AS DIRECTED IN REFTEL AND DID NOT 

"... ■' 
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ALTER ABOVE STORY IN ANY MANNER. LEVINE CAN RECALL NO OTHER MEETINGS 
OF THE THREE BUT DOES REMEMBER ON THE EVENING DESCRIBED ABOVE HE, 
LEVINE, CONVINCED GOLD AND VAGO THAT BROTHMAN WAS DEFRAUDING THE THREE 
OF THEM BY MAKING PROMISES WHICH HECOULD NOT FULFIL CONCERNING FUTURE 
BUSINESS SUCCESS. LEVINE IS WILLING TO TESTIFY THAT HARRY GOLD-S 
REPUTATION FOR TRUTH AND VERACITY BASED ON THE PERIOD OF LEVINE-S 
ASSOCIATION WITH GOLD, WAS GOOD. HE STILL BELIEVES THAT GOLD-S REPU- 
TATION IN SUCH REGARD IS GOOD. LEVINE IS PREPARED TO TESTIFY, IF 
NECESSARY, THAT WHILE OSCAR'I/AGO-S REPUTATION FOR TRUTH AND VERACITY 

■4 

BASED UPON ASSOCIATION IN BROTHMAN COMPANY, WAS GOOD IT WAS NOT AS 
GOOD AS GOLD-S. VAGO OCCUPIES A LOWER POSITION IN LEVINE-S ESTIMATION 
BECAUSE VAGO PREVAILED UPON LEVINE TO ACCEPT EARLIER PROMISES FROM 
BROTHMAN AND LEVINE SUSPECTS THAT VAGO THEN KNEW, OR HAD REASON TO 
BELIEVE, THAT BROTHMAN WAS A FRAUD. LEVINE WAS MORE COOPERATIVE ON 
THE OCCASION OF THIS INTERVIEW THAN PREVIOUSLY BUT HE WAS STILL A 
CAUTIOUS, SLOW AND SUSPECTING INTERVIEWEE. ON THIS DATE LEVINE SPECI- 
FICALLY DENIED THAT HE HAD EVER BEEN'A MEMBER OF THE CP, USA, OR ANY 
OF ITS PREDECESSOR OR AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS. REPORT BEING DICTATED 
THIS DATE. SHOULD REACH BUREAU AND NEW YORK BYOCTOBER SEVENTH NEXT. 
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OSCAR JOHNl/AGO, WAS., ESP. - R. VAGC PARTNER IN /T^^OTHMAN ASSO- 
CIATES FROM NINETEEN FORTYFOUR TO FORTY EIGHT. ON SEPT. TWENTHIETH 
LAST, VAGO TESTIFIED BEFORE GRAND JURY AT NY THAT HE WAS IN HUNGARY 
FROM NINETEEN TWENTYNINE TO THIRTYTHREE. ON SEPT. TWENTYSEVENTH 
LAST, HE ADMITTED THAT HE WAS ACTUALLY IN US ILLEGALLY UNTIL DEC. Cj 

NINETEEN THIRTYTWO WHEN HE WENT TO HUNGARY FOR A BRIEF VISIT RETURNING i 


TO THE US ON JAN. TWELFTH, THIRTYTHREE. INDICTED FOR PERJURY AND 


TO INTERVIEW GERHARD WOLLAN, NORTH GEORGIA CLUB, DAHLONEGA, GEORGA 


t 

PRESENTLY INCARCERATED AWAITING PROSECUTION. ATLANTA OFFICE REQUESTED 

\1 

AND LOS ANGELES TO INTERVIEW KULES KORCHIEN, ONE SIX FIVE SIX 2ER0 \T 
CHATTANOOGA PLACE, PACIFIC PALASADES, CALIFORNIA, BOTH FORMER PARTNER??^ 
IN ABA. BOTH PREVIOUSLY INTERVIEWED IN ACCORDANCE WITH BUIET 

^^Lboston 


MAY FIRST, FIFTY, ENTITLED, ABRAHAM BROTHMAN, WA, ESP 
REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW PHILLIP LEVINE, SIXTY SEVEN PERRY AVE., 
.BROOKLINE, MASS. AND EMPLOYEE OF ABA FROM SEPT NINETEEN FORTYSEVEN 
TO JUNE FORTYEIG Jftk»*EU?EPOBT JBA BRENTON S. GORDON, JUNE FIFTEEN, 

u 


\ 



1 

s: 

3 


MDEXffl-S ’ 






ij 



PAGE TWO 


NINETEEN FIFTY AT BOSTON ENTITLED, HARRY GOLD, WAS, ESP - R FOR 
PREVIOUS INTERVIEW WITH LEVINE. IN SIGNED STATEMENT DATED OCT. 
SECOND LAST, GOLD TESTIFIED THAT HE AND LEVINE MET AT VAGO-S HOME TO 
DISCUSS WAYS OF PROTECTING THEIR INTEREST IN ABA AND THAT VAGO 
TOLD THEM AT THAT TIME OF HAVING BEEN IN THE US ILLEGALLY. . GOLD 
ALSO TOLD OF VAGO-S ACTIVITIES IN HIS CP CLUB AND OF HIS HAVING 
DISTRIBUTED THE DAILY WORKER WHILE ASSOCIATED WITH ABA. INTERVIEW 
AND EMPHASIZE CP OR ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES OF VAGO IN ADMISSION MADE 
BY HIM OF ILLEGAL RESIDENCE IN US. SUTEL AND SUREF IMMEDIATELY. 
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VAGO, WAS., ESP - R. INS FILES, NY, REFLECT CLAIM^^GO 
RECEIVED US PASSPORT FIVE SIX FIVE SEVEN FIVE TWO DATED NOV. ELEVENTH, 
NINETEEN THIRTYTWO FOR TRIP TO HUNGARY IN LATE NINETEEN THIRTYTWO. 

WFO REQUESTED TO .CHECK FILES PASSPORT DIVISION RE CLAIRE VAGO. INVES- 
TIGATIVE REPORT DICTATED THIS DATE AT NY. WILL BE SUBMITTED WHEN TRANS- 
CRIBED. PHILADELPHIA REQUESTED TO EXPEDITE REPORT COVERING GOLD . J 


INTERVIEW. 
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- -AIMmSIRATm REPORT v;- . r IS ^ 

Lettere vritim by anbjecb to .U»S. ’OypsoB Conpany, JOO 
Vest Adams St^et^ (Siieago. and Oecb Steel Company. . ", 
5701 Vest Street. Cleero. Illinois, request ^ 
catalogues from Instant companies. Katerial requested 
by subject not classified. Vo indication in letters 


that subject leayi^ t^ted States. 
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Ifr. A. W. IRWIN, secretary. United States Gypsum Company 
300 Vest Adams Street, caused a search to be conducted 
throu^out the offices of the U.S. Gypsum Company on 
September 22, 1950 in an atteoqpt to locate the letter 
reportedly written by the subject to the U.S. Gypsum 
Company on September 19> 1950. On September 25» 1950 . 
Ifr. IRWIN -sdrised through his secretary, -Miss THOMAS, 
that the letter in. question had been located amd that 
he would turn orer to the Bureau the original letter . 
together with a duplicate set of the material sent to 
the subject by the U.S. Qypsnm Company as requested in 
his letter. IRWIN stated that this material was not 
restricted in nature and was open to the general public 

upon their request. ^ xvpoRMATTON CONTAINED 
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The photograph of YAGO was displayed to oonfldentlal informant 
on 9 / 28 / 5 CV who was unable to make an identif ioation* It is/g^ 
lettar^^^^^^reguested that the San Pranplsoo 1^ 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



Indictment retiimed by Federal Grand Jury, SDNY on 
9/28/5t, charging VAGO with perjury before the Grand 
Jury on 9/2O/50» VAGO arrested 9/28/50 and Jield on 
$^0,000 bail. At hearing on 10/l0/50, bail reduced to 
$U0,000, VAGO still in custody. Hearing to plead to 
indictment set for 10/23/50. Perjury based on testimony 
of VAGO that he was absent from U.S. 1929 to 1933, although 
he was actually absent only from 12/3/32 to 1/12/33* Also 
testified wife CLAIRE VAGO left behind on trip although she 
actually accompanied him. VAGO bom 2/27/98, Budapest, 

Hungaiy. Entered U. S. 1/12/25 as student, remained 
illegally until 12/3/32# Re-entered U.S. 1/12/33. Naturalized 
9 / 29 / 38 # Structural engineer by profession* Employed in 
New York and Washington, B* ®. Since 1925. Partner in A# 
BROTHMAN ASSOCIATES from August, 19UU to. June, 19U8, and 
friend of HARRf GOLD. Informants advise VAGO has been 
active in Communist Party for many years. Bnployed at time j 
of arrost by JACOB S. ARONOiT, 12 East UQth Street, New York# , 
VAGO resides 66-07 99th Street, Rego Park, Long Island, , [ 


New York# 
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DESTAlLSt 1 

The title of this case is being changed in order to reflect 
the additional aliases of JCfiOt UURRAX and JOHN UORAf for sxibject, OSCAR 
JOHN VXOOf which names were used by VAQO while en^l^red by the WHITE 
CONSTRUCTION COIPANr,. New York, from April 26, 1^26 to February 11, 
1928« It is noted that the records of the coo^any reflect the none 
as JOHN HURRAY while VAGO himself advised that he used the name JOm 
MURAY^^^ 

PREDICATION 


On September 20, 1950 and on September 27, 1950, OSCAR JOIfll 
TAGO appeared before/ the Federal G^and Jury, for the Southern District 
of New York, for q^stioning concerning his relationship with .ABRAHAM 
QTHMAM. and HARTO^OLD. It is noted that VAGO was a partner in^ 
^HUAN ASSOCIATE from August^ 19Uh to June, 19h8, during a part of 

It is also noted that 
SKOWITZ, have been indicted 


hich time OOLli was an employee of the 
ABRAHAM BROTHUAN and his partner, MlRL'l 

on the charge of Obstruction of Justice,' Vid are presently waiting 
trial. HABRI GQU) has entered a plea of guilty to a charge of espionage, 
and is presentlywaitlng sentence. 



As will be set out later, VAGO is also reported to be 
eictlve in affairs of the Communist Party. 


INDICTMENT 




On September 28, 1950, the Federal Grand Jury, for the 
Sotxthem District of New York, returned the following indictment* 
against VAGO, charging that he committed perjury on September 20, 
1950 , in violation of Title I 8 , Section 1621, Ikiited States Codet 


"IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT CF NEW Y(ffiK 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

--V- 

OSCAR JOHN VAGO 


I 

I C 

t 


"The Grand Jury charges t 

II *« It 
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"I* Cn or about Septt 20 , 1950, at the Southern District of 
Nev York and within the jurisdiction .of this Court, jOSCAA JfflH VACO, 
the defendant herein, having duly taken an' oath before a coopetent 
tribunal, to wit, the Grand Jurors of the Ihilted States of Series, 
duly iapaneled and sworn in the Ibilted States District Court for the 
Southern District of New York, and inquiring for that District, in a 
ease then and there pending before said Grand Jurors in which a law 
of the Thilted States authorises an oath to be administered, that he 
would testily truly, did unlawfully, knowingly, and wilfully, and 
contrary to said oath, state material matter which he did not be- 
lieve to be true, that is to say t 

*'2« That, at the time and place aforesaid, the said Grand 
Jurors, inquiring as. aforesaid, were conducting an investigation en- 
titled Dnited States v« John Doe, pertaining to possible violation of 
espionage laws of the IMited States and any other Federal criminal 
etatutes, and it was material to said Inquiry to ascertain the period 
of time the defendant had been In the United states, and the identity 
of all persons who accospanled him when he departed from, or arrived 
in the IMlted States, and the identity of all persons with idiom he 
associated while in the United States or elsewhere* 

^3f That, at the time and place aforesaid the defendant, 
OSCAR JCSiN VAGO, duly appearing as a witness before the said Grand 
Jurore, atid then and there being under oath as aforesaid, testified 
falsely before said Grand Jurors with respect to the aforesaid material 
matter as follows} 


Have you made any trips outside of the Uhited States 
• since you arrived here? A* Yes* Z made one trip to 
visit my family* 

Q« lU ihmgary? A* Yes* 

Q* Nhat date? A* I returned to this country in January, 
1933. 

Q* And you returned in *337 A* Yes* 
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*tQ* You were away approximately four years? A* Something 
like that* ' ’ 

Q« Did your wife go with you? A* No, she came later* 

jQ# TJhen you went back to Hungary your wife did not 

accon$)any you, is that right? A* No^ she did not* 

,Qt So that you are in Hungary from *29 to <32 alone, is 
that ri^t? A* Yes* 


' Q* When you went to Hungary — and I think you said it 

was *29 — A* Yes, * 29 . t f^, 

"That the aforesaid testimony of the defendant, as he their 
and there well knew and believed, was untrue in that the defendant 
was in the United States during the period of time from 1925 until 
on or about Deceaber 1, 1932, and his wife accompanied him when he 
want to Hungary in 1932* (Title I8, Section 1621, Ohited States 

ARREST Al® PROSECUTION 


A bench warrant signed by United States District Judge 
JOHN C» KNGK was issued on September 28, 1950, and VAGO was arrested 
on that date by Special Agent THQilAS H* ZQEUER and the reporting 

agent* in the vicinity of 16 East l*8th Street, and brought immediately 
to the New York Office of the FBI, 

A search of VAGO^S person^at the time of arrest disclosed 
only tlie usual personal effects* VAGO refused to execute a waiver 
of search for his home, and also declined to answer any questions 
pertaining to his activities* At his request, he was permitted to 
contact his attorney, ARTHUR W* BAIDY* 

On the same date he was arraigned before Uhited States 
Commissioner EDWARD llcDCMAID, for the Southern District of New York, 
for the purpose of setting bail, which was fixed at $50,000*00* A 
hearing to plead to the .indlotment was set for October 2, 1950^ and 
on that date postponed to October 3, 1950* On the latter date, 

VAGO appeared before Federal Judge ITILLZAM BONDY, and requested 
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a postponemen't to Octobar 10» 2.9S0f in order to enable him to secure 
the servlcM^f an attome 7 « On October 10, 1950, VAGO was represented 
by MO P Frfi cjl^TMAw, ■ nho requested,, and was granted, a postponement of 
the pleading to the indictment to October 23, 1950»‘ Judge BCNDT ordered 

PERSCMAI. HISTORT . V 

The following background information concerning VAOO and his 
family was taken fTOTi personal interview, ■ employment and school records, 
iinmigration and Naturalization Service and Selective Service records,' 
and from the sources noted t 

He was bom on February 27, I 898 at Budapest, Hungary, to 
MORRIS and MAT yTTJ^f ^,QLDSTEIIj pAGO, VAGO attended the Hessiche 
Technische Hochschuxe, at DaaSstadt, Germany, from September, 1920 
to May, 1921 , and was graduated from the Royal Hungarian Technic^ 
Distitute, at Budapest as a civil engineer, in 1922* After working 
in Hungary for .various engineering fizms, he entered the United 
States at New York, on January 12, 1925, on the "SS MONGOLIA”, 
destined to the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, as a 
student# However, he actuAlly attended Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, 

from January, 1925 to March, 1925, and Beean as ^eng^er in 
New York. On March 31, 1928 he was married tojajAmgmMttlji at 

Long Island City, New York, according to the records ’of the Depar^rt 
of Health, New York* • WA| k 

Records of the Ihnniigration and Naturalization Service ref“ ^ 
fleet that she was bom on Jeuiuary 31, 1907^t Budapest, Hungary, 
ftnrt «Ti+.ered +116 tMited States as CLARA OIXIAXhEI^MAN, _at New York, 




and entered the United States as CIARA^CJLafflfWElispa^ lojra, 

on March 2o, 192o* She was naturalized on /November 19, 1931, in 

bhe Si^reme Court at Jamaica, Long Island* Two children have been 

bom to the couple, JOHN and SUSAN, now aged 12 and li respectively ( 


VAGO left the Ifeited States for Hungary with his wife 
on December 3, 1932, and returned on January 12, 1933#- 

, It is noted that in his Selective Service questionnaire, 

•^AGO l isted five brothers. ROBERT^ EpEST. STEPpEN . AMHUR and 
^■RfHQlD. all of whom reside In HmgAry# (^\ 
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According to VAGO'S own statement » he .has not returned to 
Hungary since that time* IXd) 

On May 31* 1938, VAGO filed petition for naturalization, 
in the United States District Court, for. the Southern District 
of Hew York, and was admitted to citizenship in the same court on 
September 2^, 1938 v Certificate of Naturalization ifh320335 was issued 
to him< 


her 29, 

j 


Selective Service records reflect that VAGO did not enter 
into military service because of overage » 


it th£ 
^1 


The following are the enploTments listed by VAGO since his 
arrival in the United states t 




U* IfJ^elson, architect 


New York Central 


IVhite Construction Company 


J« -U« Felson 


Nhite Construction Caiq>any 


C4W.A* - WA 


Austin ConQ>any 
19 Rector Street 

Procurement - F«W.A« 


Tar Department 


March 16, 1925 to April 10, 

1926 

April 15, 1926 to April 20, 

1926 

April 26, 1926 to February 11, 
1928 

Febjnoary 13, 1928 to October 27, 
1926 

October 29, 1928 to February 1, 

1933 

January 29, 193ii to October 28, 

1936 

October 28, 193^ to December 10, 

1937 

July 25, 1938 to December 1, 

1939 

December I6, 1939 to June 26, 
19la 
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milte Constiruction Can^any 
Fellhelmar & Wagner 




reeneiralt 




AngelcJjKonti 


Regal Chemical Company 
At^othman Associates 


Severud-Elstad ^I&iaeger 
Jacob ia^onoi/ 


June 13> I 9 I 4 I to July 16^ I 9 UI 

July 21, I 9 UI to April 17, 19li3 

April 19 , I 9 U 3 to October 31, 

19U3 

November 15, 19U3 to Ibbruary 29, 

I9UU 

March 1, 19Ui to August 12, 19ltU 
August 15, I 9 U 4 to May 31, 19U8 
June 7, I 9 US to July 30, 19U9 


October U, 19^9 to November U, 

191*9 . / 


It is noted that in correspondence with the Bmilgratlon and 
Naturalization Service, and also in eoployinent applications, VAGO has 
advised that he has been unemployed for considerable periods of time* 


At the present time VAGO resides in Apartment IB, at 66^07 
99 th Street, Rego Park, Long Island, New lorki tui 


ZiJ 

and V 
has , 
ime*/£^l 


EVIDENCE OP PEHJDRT 


White Construction C( 




On September 20, 1950, as set out in the indictment, VAGO 
testified that he h^ left the United States in 1929 and had residei 
in Hungary continuously until his return to New York early in 1933 ^ 


^ On September 26, 1950, the information set out below from 
BENIQ^CHAEFER was obtained and furnished to Special Assistant to the 
Attoi^y General THCUAS J* DCNBGAN, for use in questioning VAGO before 
the Grand Jury on Septenber 27, 1950, 
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It is noted that the employment records of the IKllE 
CONSTRUCTION CQIPANT, 95 Madison Avenue, Nei» York, are maintained by 
SCHAEFER, to vhom a subpoena should be diJ^^cted in the event that 
proof of VAGO*S employment is desired* 

The following signed statements were obtained by Special 
Agent THOMAS H. ZQELLERt 


"New York City 
October 5, 1950 



"It . HENRY SCHAEFER, make the following voluntary state- 
ment to THOMAS Ht ZCEUER, who has identified himself to me as a 
fecial Agent^ Federal Bureau of Investigation. I make this state 
ment of ngr own £i:ee will and no threats or promises have been made 
to me* I understand this statement may be used in a court of law* 



"I am employed as chief accountant and assistant secretary 
of the Hhite Constiruction Co*, 95 Madison Ave*, N*Y*C* St have been 
enployed' by this Compai^ since July 7, 1924* I reside at 12 McKinley 
Ave^, lyribrook, L.I * 

'*1 have idejl^ied a picture of OSCAR VAQO shown to 
me by Agent ZCELLE^ls^^an I first knew as J« MURRAY* Records of 
the company of nhi^ I h^» charge indicate VAGO was employed by 
the company as JKMUHRAY ^om 4/26/26 to 2/11/28* He was also em- 
ployed as OSCAR J^AGO from 10/29/28 to 12/3/32 and from 6/13/41 
to 7/18/41* I^ing the time VAGO was employed both as MURRAY and 
as VAGO, 1 personally handed him his salary check each week* M, \ 


"I have read the above statements consisting of one page 
and three additional lines, and are true to the best of my knowledge 
and belief* 

CHAEFER 10/5/50 

"Witnessed t 


/s/ "HENRY P 




/s/ "THOMAS H* ZQEUER, ^oial Agent, FBI, NYC" 
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"I, RUSSEliffiALLBNTlNE, make the following voluntaxy state- 
ment to THCXl'iS H. who has identified himself to me as a Special 

Agentj Federal Bureau of Investigation^ I make this statement of hqt ovm 
free will and no threats or promises have been made to me« I understand 
this statement may bemused in a court of iair* W 

"I am esployed as an estimator by the Vhito Obstruction 
Go*, Inc* 95 Madison Ave*, N*7*C* I have been employed by this 
company since Feb* 1925* I reside at 265 Prospect St*, Westfield, N.J* 

"I have identified a picture of OSCAR JOHN VAGO shown to 
me by Agent Z0Eli£R as a man I first knew as JOHN UHHRA7* VAGO, 
using the name UORRAZ came to the company about 1926 and I work^ 
in the same room with him* VAGO, still using the name MURRAY left 
the Company after a year or so* When he returned scmictime before 
1929 he was known as OSCAR J* VAGO* I do not know why he used the 
name MURRAY, as he never gave any explanation for it* He left the 
Cbpsiny after three or four years, returning again for a short 
period of time in 19U1* 

"I have read the foregoing statement and it is true to 
the best of ny knowledge and belief* 


"New York City 
October 5, 1950 




/s/ "RUSSELL B.MIENTINE j 


"Witnessed) 


/s/ "THOMAS H* ZOELLER, Special Agent, FBI, NYC" 

"New York City 

October 5, 195 o\ 

"I, MASffilRUAN, mate the following voluntary statement to 
THOMAS H* ZCELL^^ who has identified himself to me as a Special 
Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation* I make this statement of 
ny own free will and no threats or promises have been made to me* 

1 understand this statement may be used in a court of law* 
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"I an employed as Vice-President of the White Construction 
Co*, 3hc«, 95 Madison Ave., N«7-*C» I have been employed “at this . 
company since 1919* I reside at 7551 - 196th St*, Flushing, L.I* 1^) 


"I have Identified a picture of OSCAR JOHN VAGO shouhnto ^ 
me by Agent ZQEUtSR as a man I first knew as JOHN MURRAY. VAGO, using 
the n^e MURRAY cane to the company in 1926 and was hired as a Rafts- 
man and designer by n^u* ' 1 did not know him previously* VAGO left ' 
the company in the early part of 1928 and returned in October, 1926* • 

When he returned he told me his right name is OSCAR J* VAGO. I asked 
him why he used the name 
one and had won the bet* 




and he said he had had a bet with scme- 


"VAGO remained with the Conpany until the end of 1932 when 
he left* He returned again for a short period of time in 19l|l» 


“I have read the foregoing statement and it is true to the 
best of my knowledge and belief* 


/a/ "MAI BIRMAN 

"Witnessed* * • 

/s/ "THCMAS E* ZCELLER, ^cial Agent, FBI, NYC" 

On September 26, 1950, REMB lJ^RTIK, U290 Hanpton Street, 
Elmhurst, Long Island, an official of tile WHITE CC»I5TRUCTI0N CCMPANY 
during the period of VAGO^S employment, was interviewed by Special 
Agent JOHN M* COLLINS and reporting agent* 

BERTIN advised that VAGO had been enployed as a structural 
designer and described him as well grounded In engineering, hut erratic 
in his work* He explained that he considered VAGO as requiring very 
close sipervision because of bis absent-mindedness which often resulted 
in "ridiculous" mistakes* He was unable to fix specifically the periods 
in which VAGO was employed by the conpany* He stated that he had the 
impression that VAGO was on the ?Red side", but not extremely zealous 
in his beliefs* He stated that VAGO made no attempt to impose his 
views on the other enplbyees, and was unable to recall specifically 
why he regarded VAGO as having been a Ccxnmupist 8:^athlzer* 
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iBimigration and Naturalization $ervica Records 


The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
VICTOR TORYNs 

NICHOLAS OWlf Inspector, Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, 70 Colui^us Avenue, advised that the records maintained by 
the Lmnigration and Naturalization Service were the only records 
necessary to verify the arrival and departure of individuals to and 
from the Dhited States* He stated that the records reflecting the 
above, are maintained at his address and that books containing the 
original manifest of passengers departing from the country are kept 
at Ellis Island under control of the Immigration and Naturalisation 
Service* He advised that a subpoena to produce these records should 
be directed to }tr» EDWARD J* SHAUGHNESSY, District Director of the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, at 70 Columbus Avenue* 

Films of the original manifest reflecting VAGO^S arrival 
in the United States on the two occasions set out below contain the 
following information* 


NANE CF SHIP 


«S5 MONGOLIA" 


STEAMSHIP LINE 


DATE OF ARRIVAL 

name of PASSENC^ 
AGE 

OCCUPATION 


MOTHER 


ADDRESS 

♦ 

PASSAGE PAID BY 


AMOUNT OF CURRENCY BROUGHT IN 


AMERICAN 
January 12, 1925 
OSCAITOGO 


Civil Engineer Student 
MAXn^AGO 


Rottenl* u 29a, Budapest VII 


Self 

1100*00 
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DESTINATION 


c/o University of liichigan^ Ann Arbor 
Graduate Schoola 


IN U.S. BEFORE 
EERICD TO BE IN U.S. 
NON-QUOTA VISA NO. 


No 

Two years 
36$ 


The following certification appears in connection with the 

above > 


"SS U(^CrOLIA of the American Line was in from Hamburg on 
January 12, 1925"# 


(Signed) "JOHN P. DIXON 
"Chief Officer 


"Swoni to before 
THCMAS R*. KING 
Dnmigration Officer, 
at New York, New York" 




NAME OF SHIP 
STEAUSHIP LINE 
DATE OP ARRIViiL 
NAllE OP PASSENGER 
AGE 

OCCUPATION 

NATION;aiTY 


"SS CONTE DI SAVOIA" 
ITALIAN 

January 12, 1933 
OSCAR VAGO 
3U 

Laborer 

Hungary 


RACE 


Hebrew 


xci 
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PLACE CF BIRTH 


NCK-QUOTA VISA NO*. 


MOTHER 

FINAL DESTINilTION 


PAS5AC5E PAID BT 


BROUGHT IN 


IN U.S. BEFORE 
NEW YORK RESIDENCE 


LENGTH OF TIME TO BE IN U*S* 
INTEND TO BECCME CITIZEN 
MASTER 


Sworn to before 
J« R* MONTGOIEHI 
Immigration Officer^ 
January 12, 1933, 
at New York, New York 


ytM 


Budapest, Hungary 

68NQI7, issued at Budapest, '■ 
December 27, 1932 

MATTTDB VAGQ. Budapest, Itongary 

Long Island, New York 

Self 

$Lo«oo 

tes, 1925^9^^ 

UJbth Street, Long Island 

City, New York 
* 

Indefinite 

Yes 


Captain ANTONIO lENA, 

«SS CCNTE DI SAVOIA", from 
Geneva 




The manifest also reflected the name of CLAIRE VAGO d irectly 
tmder the name of OSCAR VAGO, and described her as a United States 
citizen, age 29, travelling on passport 9^5752, Issued at Washington, 
D* C, on November 11, 1932» 

The Immigration and Naturalization Service records contain 
the following information concerning the departure of OSCAR and CLAIRE 
VAGO from New York on December 3, 1932 • | 
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NAME (F SHIP 


NAME OF PASSENGER 
AOB 

CITIZEN DP 

FUTURE PERMANENT RESIDENCE 
PLACE CF BIRTH 

PLAGE OF RESIDENCE BEFORE U.S. 
LAST ARRIVAL IN U.S«- 


OSS REX" from New York to Genoa^ 
December 3# 1932 

OSCAR VAGO 

3U 

Hungary 

USA 

4 

Hungary 

Hungary 

192h) at New York 


t ■ 


LAST PERMANENT RESIDENCE IN U.S*- New York^ New York 


RACE 

OCCUPATION 


Hungarian 

Laborer 




The name of CLAIRE VAQO also appears on the list of 
passengers • 

Df E* BRUNI| Italian Llne^ 2h State Street* New York* New 
York* advised that the steamships "SS REY" and "ss CONTE DI SAVOIA** 
were formerly operated by the Italia Line* but that both ships had 
been sunk during the war. He stated also that the records of the 
Italian Line had been iiiq;>ounded during the war hy the Office of 
Alien Property* I '^\ 

HERBERT PINE* Office of Allen Property Warehouse, Ellis 
Island*, made available all records pertaining to the Italian Line* 
Including the passenger list for the <*SS REX”* dated December 3 « 
1^32* outgoing from New York to Genoa* This list reflected that 
OSCAR VAGO and wife were the holers of round-trip tickets^ third 
class. FINE was unable to locate the incoming passenger list for 
the "SS CGNTS DI SAVOIA*** and stated that it was likely that the 







li 
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records had been lost or misplaced at the time of the transfer to 
Ellis Island* FINE stated that in the event that the passenger list 
of the "SS R£X'% dated December 1932^ should be desired for cottrt 
proceedjngS| a subpoena should be directed to Ifr* C* GORDON LAMUDE^ 
llanager, New York Office of Alien Pr^pe^ty, United States Department 
of Justice^ 120 Broadway^ New York* 


\ 




CKARIES E* BERQNXOj Landing Agent* United States Lines* 

1 Broadway *> New York* discovered in his records a passenger list for 
the **SS MONGOLIA"* which arrived in New York on January 12* 1925* 

The list reflected that the ship carried both third class and cabin 
class passengers* and BERONIO was able to locate only the former list 
which did not contain the name of VAGO or his wife* Efforts by 
EBRQNIO to locate the list of cabin class passengers were unsuccessful* 

Residence of Vago* 1931-1932 

ANNA KRANKER of Pine Place* Chreenlawn* Long Island* furnished 
the following signed statement to Special Agent JCSIN H* WACHtER* and ad~ 
vised that records reflecting the above x^sidence of VAGO are kept in 
her possession at her own address*|^\ 

"October 11* 1950 
Pine Place* 

Greenlawn* Long Island* 
New York ^ ) 

"I* ANNAfuGlANKER* make the following statement to JQESI H* 
WAGNER who h as identified himself to me as being a special agent 
of the Federal Bureau of Lavestigation*|^ \ 

"I am Secretary of the Kranker Building Corporation which 
corporation is the owner of the ^airtment house located at 22-81 
37 Street* Astoria* Long Island* New York and which has been the 
owner of this apartment house since it was built In 1931*^ J 

"I have checked my rental records and from these it is 
reflected that OSCAR VAGO was a tenant in the epartment house located 
at 22-81 37 Street* Astoria* Long Island, New York having occupied 
apartanent D1 from January 15* 1931 to May 1* 1935 at which time he 
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"moved from this address* His wife lived with him during this entire 
period* I identified the photograph of OSCAR VAGO which was shown to 
me by Special Agent J(^ H« WAGNER as being the same OSCAR VAGO who was 
my former tenant# 1 . ' 

"X recall that sometime during 193ii VAGO and his wife took a 
trip to' Europe for about three or four months* t^on their return to the 
Itoited States either VAGO or his wife told me that they had visited 
Hungary# To the best of my knowledge this was the only time that VAGO 
or his wife left the Ikiited States while they resided at the above 
addressi ^ ^ 

*^1 have read the foregoing statement and it is correct to 
the best of my knowledge* 


/s/ "ANNA KRANKER 


Witness } 


/s/ "JOHN H* WAGNER^ Special Agents Federal Bureau of Investigation" 
ASSOCIATION WITH A* BROTHMAN ASSOCIATES ^ 

As set out above* VAGO was. e partner in A* BROTHMAN ASSOCIATES 
from August* 19hh to June* 19li8* I " 

Oh May l5, 1950, in connection with the investigation result- 
ing In the arrest of ABRAHAM B ROTH M AN. and HARRy GQLD^ VAGO was Interviewed 
by Special Agent XEO H« FRUTKXN and reporting agent* At that time* in 
addition to the background information previously set out, VAGO stated 
that upon coming to New York in 1925* be had taken up residence with an 
uncle in Brooklyn, New York, WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN, now deceased, . ^ s tated 
that he had returned to Hungary in 1928, and that he and his wife had 
returned to New York in 1933* He stated that he had not left the Dtaited 
States since that time* ) 


Jxi connection with his relationship with BROTHMAN, VAGO ad- 
vised that he had received a telephone call tram. BROTHMAN in the 
summer of 19i|l, at which time BROTHMAN informed him that a mutual 
friend, whose name VAGO could not recall, bad suggested that VAGO 
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might be interested in doing some part-^ime work* VAGO recalled 
that BROTHUAN was at that time designing a chemical plant for the 
RUFERT CCSQ^AMY at Seymour, Connecticut, and that he had paid VAGO 
$25*00 for some stxnictural engineering work which VAGO had done in 
his spare time* He stated that he had given his work to BROTHUAN*. 
and that he did not again see or her from EROTHMAN until early 19h4t 
At that time, according to VAGO, BROTHUAN' informed him that he was ■ 
hiring men for the REGAL CHEUICAL CCB<PAN7, and asked VAGO to accept 
a position as a structural engineer, VAGO accepted the Job, and re- 
called that HROTHUAN had him doing odds and ends of engineering work 
in setting up a plant for the piurpose of manufacturing DDT* BROTHUAN 
had been given the Job of designing the plant, and VAGO was instructed 
to set up an office at SS West h2nd Street, to handle work at the plant 
However, the project lasted only some three weeks, at which time 
EROTHUAN and all of the men whom he had hired were discharged* VAGO 
recalled that BROTHUAN had quarreled with the president of the cwi^i 
over financial questions, but was unable to simply any details* 




Since BROTHUAN and VAGO were unemployed, they looked for 
new openings until BROTHUAN conceived the idea of setting up a firm 
of engineers* BROTHUAN promised that through his connections he 
would be able to obtain some large engineering Jobs and paintpd 
such a rosy picture of the situation that he was able to Induce 
VAGO to accept a partnership in the firm which became A, BROTHUAN 

_associA2Ea,_^\ 


VAGO stated that the firm was in desperate straits 
financially during almost the entire period of its existence, and 
that he himself had gone in debt |2500*00 for personal living e:q>en3es, 
although he had incurred no debts for the firm* He stated that BR0THI>UN 
repeatedly borrowed money to meet current expenses of the firm and 
informed the partners that he was borrowing on his own credit tram 
personal friends, VAGO was unhble to supply the names of the lenders, 
and was als’o-'*' unable to supply the names of friends of BROTHUAN* He 
state^that as a restU^ of the financial^ifficulties of the firm, ' 
EUH^^ISH, GERHARD^QLLAN and JGLE^^CHIEN, all partners in the 
f irm, ' gradually dropped out so that in \9h6 only BROTHUAN, mtbtam 
MOSKOWITZ and VAGO remained, VAGO stated that he himself bad 
finally left the firm as a result of a violent argument with BROTHUAN, 
and. that he had not seen or contacted BROmUAN since that time, which 
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iras In June of X9li6, with the exception of one meeting at the office 
of an attorney in connection with the dissolution of the firm* f 

In "connection with iJARRT GQID^ he advised that he had met 
GOU) at the time, when the latter" was nlred in l^h?# and that he had 
known him quite well during the remaining period that VAGO was with ^ 
the firm* He was unable tp supply any information concerning GOLD . 
other than that he appeared to be quite fi'iendly with BROTHUAN* tt^ 

Subsequent to this interview^ HARRT GOLD confessed his 
participation in Soviet espionage and also furnished information 
indicating that he had been induced by , ABRAHAM BROTHMAM to commit 
perjury before the Grand Juiw which had questioned BROTHMAN concern- 
ing his relations with JACC^i^QLOSi a known Soviet agent* p 

According to GOLD* a great deal of the conversation con- 
ffieming BROTHMAN* S attempts to instruct GOLD as to the testimony 
which he was to give before the Grand Jury took place in the presence 
of VAGO* However* on re-interview by Special Agents JOHN M* COLLINS 
and THOMAS H* ZCBLLBR* VAGO denied that such a conversation took 
place in his presence conOqming the above testimony before the Grand 
Jury in I 9 U 74 '^3 

VAGO said* however* that looking back on his association 
with GOLD and BROTHMAN* he has a hazy recollection that something was 
happening in 19U7 that he should have known about* but didn't* VAGO 
stated that he was mable to be more specific about this* In retrospect* 
VAGO now believes that "this something" was concerned with GOLD and 


BROTHMAN 'S testimony before the (brand Jury 




VAGO also advised that he had never heard of GOLD having re- 
ceived an award from the Soviets for his work* nor had he ever been 
told by BROTHMAN that the latter had received an award from the Soviet 
Dhlon for work done ly him* VAGO stated that he last saw GOID about 
Christmas* ' 19h9* at which time CiOLD paid him a visit at his home* and 
their mutual associations with BROTHMAN were discussed* VAGO denied 
that he had asked CKSD at this time whether BROTHMAN had ever actually 
received an award from the Soviet. Union* and also that BROTBIAN had 
once told him that his* BROIHMAN 'S work for the Russians* was woirbh 
one or two brigades of mena It is .noted that CiQLD advised that VAGO 
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had made such statements to him, GOLD 




It is noted that In an earlier re- interview with VAGO, 
subsequent to the arrest of HARRY GOID. he had advised that GOLD had 
visited him at his home in late December of 19it9> but denied that he 
had any knowledge of GOID’S espionage activities# 

WILLIAM ROHALL, 2523 Aqueduct Avenue, Bronx, New York, ad- 
vised Special agent JOHN M# COLLINS on September 25, 1950 that he had 
worked for A^.BRfYPHMAM ASSOCTATOfi for about four years, ending in the 
summer of 19Ji9> and that he had known OSCAR VAGO fairly well# ROHALL 
stated that he did not know whether VAGO was' an actual member of the 
Communist Party, but advised that he knew that VAGO attended meetings 
which he believed were attended also by Communists# He recalled that 
on several occasions he had heard VAGO express the opinion that ’'things'*' 
were better in Hungary thai in the United States, but was unable to re- 
call to what VAGO was referring# He related also that shortly before 
VAGO left the firm, he expressed a desire to return to Hungary# RMAIX 
was unable to furnish any additional information concerning this# fC-C/ 


On October 10, 1950, BERNARD PIDTO, 783 Troy Avenue, Brooklyn, 
a financial backer of the firm of A# BROTHMAN ASSOCIATES, was inter- 
viewed by Special Agents JOHN M# COLLINS and THOMAS H« ZOELIER# He 
stated that he first met VAGO in 19U5 when the latter was a partner 
in the firm of A, BROTHMAN ASSOCIATES, then located at UU East 32nd 
Street# He stated that VAGO was nominally the head of the firm 
since he signed all checks issued by the firm# According to PIDTO, 

VAGO was principally a structural engineer, but since the firm had 
very little structural work, VAGO drew blueprints from BROTHMAN *S 
free-hand drawings of various pieces of chemical equipment# PIDTO 
described VAGO as selfish, uncommunicative, and very independent, 
and stated that he was quite active in the jDnerican Labor Party# 

He stated that he did hot know the degree of activity on the part 
of VAGO in the ALP, but did know that VAGO attended meetings of the 
organization# He stated that he had no information concerning VAG0*S 
membership in the Communist Party# PIDTO related that in the spring 
of I 9 U 8 , BROTHMAN and MIRIAM MOSKOWITZ w ent to Switzerland on a 
business trip, and that the firm advanced a considerable sum of money 
to them for travelling esqpenses, and also for the current expenses 
of the firm dwing BROTHMAN' S absence# However, BROTHMAN took all 
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the money vith hiin^ and later, according to PIDTO, VAGO telephoned 
him and asked him to come to the office for a meeting* The meeting 
was called by en^loyees of the firm who resented the fact ‘ttiat 
£ROTHUAN had taken with him the money which had be.en /intended for 
the current e^^nses of the firm* PUDTO stated that the purpose 
of the meeting was to decide udiat action should be taken and that 
no significant decisions were made* P3DT0 stated that he had later 
talked to VAGO, and that the latter had Informed him that there had 
been a « terrific blow-up” when BROTHMAN and M05KCWITZ return^ from 
Europe* On the following day, according to VAGO, he, PHIL^&feviNE, 
and_H^B2iL,fifiLEjwere discharged by PROTHMAN* VAGO informed Pn)TO 
that when he returned to the office for s<mie papers belonging to him, 
MIRIAM MOSKOWITZ met him in the hall outside the office and accused 
him of stealing the papers, at which time a fight ensued and the 
police were called* PIDTO advised that he did not see VAGO after 
June, 19U8 and also that he had np inf oration concerning VAGO^S 
illegal residence In the IMited States* \UA 
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EMPLOYMENTS 


COLLINS: 


The following investigation was conducted by SA JOHN M, 


EIVIND G. ELSTAi) of Severti.d-Elstnd-KTni'^p'er- Consulting 
Engineers > kl5 Lexington Avenue, advised that VAGO nad been emplc^ed 
by the firm from June 7> 19k8, to August l,.15l;9* ELSTAD advised 
VAGO had been hired at ^J130 per week to do design and calculation 
work. He stated that VAGO was good in general detail but possessed 
poor Judgment so that supervision of his work was necessary. As a 
result of this, he said, VAGO was discharged. ril\ 


ELSTAD also related that while VAGO was still employed 
by the firm, a coatract had been received to do work for the Atomic 
Energy Ccnmission and VAGO had requested not to be assigned to this 
Job since he did not believe in the development of atomic energy. 
ELSTAD also, advised VAGO had once stated that he did not believe 
in the atomic bomb, 


Information concerning VAGO'S association with the firm 
of A. Brothman Associates has been set out oreviouslv. (»ti 

THEODORE HEILIG, President, Regal Chemical Company, 

115 Dobbin Street, Brooklyn, New York, produced records idiich re- 
flected VAGO had been enplpyed by the Tedlee Chemical Corporation 
for two weeks ending on March llj 19iiU, and by the Regal Chemical 
Coopany from March 18, 19kk to November 27# 19kkl It is noted that 
the two ccmpanies are associated; t^J 

HEILIG stated that VAGO had been brought into the firm 
by ABRAHAM BR OIHMAl'J yiho was then an enploy^e but could furnish no 
additional iniarcia^cai concerning him. 

ANGELO CONTI, 11 Broadway, advised that VAGO had 
worked for his firm from about November, 19ii3, to February, 19kU. 

He had no records to substantiate this but advised that VAGO had 
been hired to do a Job on a new type of cargo gear for ships and 
that the Job had taken place during that period* 
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CONTI recalled VAGO only vaguely and was unable to fur- 
nish any additi(uial inf onnationa\^^ ) 

^ Mrs. HH'JEE KOEMIGSREUTHER, Office Manager for John E> 

r.rp»iani».viiai-L. 135 East h2 Street# advised that VAGO was employed by the 
^firm as a design engineer from July 2# 19lt3 to October 29, 19U3* She 
also produced a letter dated September 29, 19Ui, in which VAGO advised 
that he was self-en^jloyed as a professional engineer at 66-07 99 ‘Street, 
Forest Hills, which is his residence* She was unable to furnish aiy 
additional iiifoniiation concerning VAGO/ 

AIFRED FELLHEIMER, a partner in the engineering firm 
of Fellheimei^Wagner, 115 Bast h2 Street, advised that VAGO had been 
employed as an engineer from July 21, 19iil to April 17, 19h3. He 
advised that VAGO had been bro'ught to the firm by CALEB HORMBOSTEL, 
who was then an employee of the firm. PELLHEIIJER recalled that VAGO 
was a poor engineer and that the finn had spent several thousand 
dollars correcting mistakes ifdiich he had made, j 

PATRICK PATEHNO, ARTHUR REILLY and CARL A, VOLLMER, 
all en^iloyees of the firm, advised they had known VAGO during his 
employment there but could furnish no pertinent information, 


CALEB HORNBOSTEL, 60 West ItO Street, architect, advised 
SA JOHN M. COLLINS and the reporting agent that he had been a junior 
partner in the firm of Fellheimer and Wagner and that he had b een in 
charge of a project on Tdiich VAGO had been employed. He denied that 
he had brought VAGO into the company as stated by FELZHEIMER and 
advised that VAGO was slow .and somewhat incospetent and that he had 
been fired as a result, jjt^) 


He described VAGO as being "on the pinkish side" and 
stated that he was almost sure that VAGO was a member of the Conmunist 
Party, He advised he based this opinion on numerous conversations he 
had with VAGO and stated that he could recall no specific conments 
made by VAGO but there was no doubt in his mind as to VAGO'S pro-Russian 


made by VAGO but 
sympathies ,^<4 1 


It Is noted that information concerning VAGO'S various 
enplpyments with the White Construction Conpany have previously been 
set out,l'X^) 
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The foUofwing investigation Tsas conducted by SA 
VARRO L. RITTER: 

KAY BIELMAN, Personnel Department, Austin Coin5>any, 

19 Rector Street, advised that the records of the fiiin failed to 
reflect that VAGO had ever been employed there. She stated, ho\^ 
ever, that quite frequently the firm hires subcontractors ■who 
handle projects for them and that the employees of the subcontractors 
often inro^yroerly believe themselves to be employees of the Austin 
CoE?)any. Vi&t | 

JACOB M. FELSON, President, j/1^ Felsont Architects, 

250 West 57 Street, New York City, advised that in about 1930, the 
firm went out of business for a few years and at that time all of 
the records were disposed of* It is noted that VAGO has r^rcsented 
that he was employed by FELSON inthe period from 1925 to 1928. 

FEISQN advised that he did not recall VAGO personally. 

JAMES BENNIE, Clerk, Personnel Department, New York 
Central, Room Ul9, U66 Lexington Avenue, New York City, advised 
that personnel records for the year 1926 have been destroyed* He 
stated there is no record pf VAG0*S enqjloymont on the available 
personnel records or csi the list of en^loyees on pension* 

It is noted that some of those interviewed in t^npection 
with VAGO'S employments advised that he had a friend, JACK 
with -vdian he appeared to be quite friendly. JACK R. MILLER, T25 East 
St* Marks Place, Valley Stream, Long Island, Vice-President of the 
firm of Ramseyer and culler, Inc*, Consulting Engineers, at 11 West 
ii2 Street, advised that he had known VAGO since about 1910 and that 
he had been associated with him quite closely as a fellow Qi^>loyee 
and as a friend through 19U5* He stated that he and VAGO had worked 
together for jTnmj rxBTT KMWAT.T an d that at the conclusion of that employ- 
ment, th^r had decided to fonn a partnership to do engineering work 
which had lasted for only about three months* He stated that the firm 
had received no business pf any kind and that as a consequence, it 
had been found necessary to obtain eoployment to meet their living 
expenses^ He stated that he had visited VAGO cm a number of occasions 
at the office of A. Rroth ni^" that he had met ABRAHAM 

BROTHMAN through VAGO* He stated he had also had lunch Tvith BROTHMAN 
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and had visited in BROTHMAN'S home at Peeksklll and on Lmg Island 
with VAG0» He irtated that he had never known positively that VAGO 
was a menbor of the Caminunist Party* although he had believed it to 
bo doubtless true, since VAGO appeared to follow the Party line at 
all times. He recalled particularly that VAGO had strongly defended 
the Hitlcr-Stalin Pact at times idien MILLEE had criticized it* 

HILLER stated VAGO had never tried to induce him to 
join the Party or attend meetings* He also advised that he believed 
VAGO and BROTHHAl’J to have been of about the same political cojiqplex- 
ion since they appeared to agree on most matters which were discussed. 


The interview with 
COLLINS and the reporting agent. 




LER was conducted by SA JOHN M. 


■COIfifUNIST PARTY AND REUTED CONNECTIONS 


Confidential Informant T-l> of known reliability, advised 
that VAGO was a member of the Communist Party on October 28, 19li3* |W/ 


Confidential Informant T-2, of knovm reliability, ad- 
vised that on Harch 29, 194^, VAGO was listed by the Communist Party 
as a functionary; I 

Confidential Informant T-3> of known reliability, ad- 
vised that on Hay 10, 19U4 j OSCAR VAGO was a member of the R^go Park 
Club of the Comm-unist Party. ttA] 


Confidential Informant T-ii, of known r eliability, advised 
that at a County Conference of the Cctmtomist Party held on December 18, 
1944* VMjO delivered a report on club conditions* Wy 

The same informant advised on January 1* 1945* that 
VAGO was listed as a Camnunist Party member viho had obtained five 
or more subscriptions to the ’'Daily Worl^” and was invited as a 
consequence, to attend a dinner for EAR^ROTilDER on December 27 > 

1944AW 7 \ 




Confidential Informant T~5* of knovm reliability, 
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advised ttmt In January, 19h$$ VAGO was elected County Council 
Delegate from the Rego Park Club of the Comniunist Party 

On March 19it5j Confidential Informant T-6, of knovm 
reliability, advised that VAGO had submitted a report of approxi- 
mately two and one-fourth typewritten pages entitled, '’Remarks on 
the Work of the Communist Political Associatiori' dealing with sug- 
gestions for improving such phases of C ammunist Party activities 
as discussions at nieeti;^s. education, "Daily Worker" circulation 
and literature sales"* 

i 

On April 23, 19U5> Confidential Informant T-h, ad- 
vised that VAGO was one of the delegates from the Rego Park Club 
of the Comauhist Political Association to the .County Council. 

The same informant advised on October li, 1914.6, that 
VAGO was still carried as a member of the Rego Park Section of the 
Ccminunist Party*^p^\ 

This informant advised on January 20, 19k7» that VAGO 
was listed as the purchaser of a bond in the amount of $50 issued by 
the Queens County Branch of the Corarmmist Party to facilitate the 
piu:chase of a building for Jamaica Conammist Party Headquarters at 
107-Olt New York Boulevard, Jamaica. 


The foil 
T13RYN from Mrs. BERiaC 



g signed statement was obtained by SA VltTTOR 
VERIA, Uli West lUi Street, New York City: 


"607 U. S. Court House 
Foley Square 
New York, N. Y* 

October 9, 1950 

"I, Mrs* Bernice Riveria, malcc this statement volun- 
tarily of my own free will to Victor Turyn, viho identified himself 
and is known to me as a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation. No threats, force, or duress were used against me and 
no rewards, or premises were made to me to give this statement. This 
statement concerns ^ knowledge about one Oscar Vago, for idiom I 
worked in 19U8*\^ 1 
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"I am tTrenty-six years old *nd reside at UU West 
llUth Street, N. Y*, N.^.' I completed the tenth grade of school 
and can read and write •r^\ 

•'I first met Mr. and Mrs* OscajM^go through 
Mrs* Marilyn Bailey, for whom I was <ioing houteSork at the time. 

I worked for Mrs. Bailey for a period of approximately two and 
one-half years* /if tor I met Mrs; Vago I vras then engaged by her 
to do housecleaning vdiich I did for h^r for a period of approxi- 
mately two months* 

"During my brief period of employment for Mrs. Vago, 
she attempted to get mo to join the Communist Party on several 
occasions* She told me that she and Mr* Vago were both members of 
the Communist Party*’ \ 

"I knoiT that Mr* and lift's* Vago were members of the 
Communist Party because I saw both their names in a loose leaf 
note book kept by Mrs. Bailey. Mrs* Bailey was Secretary or 
Treasurer of the Corranunist Party in Queens and die kept names 
of members in this note book in alphabetical order* Mrs* Bailey 
told me herself that this note book contained the names of Com- 
munist Party members in Queens. I saw this book many tines and 
looked tip names in the book at the request of Mrs, Bailey, After 
I started Tforking for Mrs. Vago, it ms then that I looked in the 
book and found the name of Oscar Vago and the name of Mrs; Oscar 
Vago. ltJL\ 

"The Oscar Vagos had numerous bits of literature in 
their apartment about the Canmunist Party; Oscar Vago also re- 
ceived the ‘Daily ?/orker‘ vdiich I observed in the ^artmenti Mrs^Vago 
would also play record entitled 'The Red Army Song' to which the 
children rrould march* ItA.) 

■The note book I referred to earlier idiich was kept 
by Mrs* Bailey and contained names of members of the Communist 
Party in Queens is described as follovTs: Large loose leaf binder, 
light blue cover which cover appeared to have been a canvas of 
seme sort; 
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••I have read the above statement consisting of three ' r ■ 
pages and every word is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 1^/ 

(signed) "Bernice Riveria . 


"Witnessed! 


"Victor Turyn, Special Agent, F. B. !♦" 

It is noted that JACK R. the interview with 

whom is set out above, advised that VAGO was a member of the Inter- 
national Worker’s Order. ^ 


Confidential Informant T-7» of knovm reliability, has 
advised that on August 21, i950* a check made payable t o DOROTHY 
SMITH a nd signed by VAGO in of $6.5l was endorsed by 

DOROTHY SMITH to. the account pi the International Worker’s Order, 

Lodge 8l8. It is noted that the IWO, appears on the list of organi- - . 

zations prepared by the Attorney General under Executive Order 9835 • iJii 

Other information pertaining to VAGO*S Cammmist con- ‘ . 
nections and synjjathies have been set forth elsewhere in this report, l^) 

CLAIRE VAGO 

Confidential Informant T-8, of known reliabilitv, ad- 
vised that on May 23tl9lili. CIAIRE VAGQ.6 lS^7 99 Street, Queens, New York, 
was listed as a Rego Park Ccssmunist Club Assistant*rt^ | 

Confidential Informant T-9, of known reliability, 
advised that CLAIREVAGO had signed a "Daily Worker" Victory Brigade 
Pledge card in 19iili. W) 

Confidential Informant T-U advised that CLAIRE VAGO was 
a member of the Queens County Comniunist Party on May 20, 19U9.TW j 


Confidential Informant T-10, of known reliability, 
advised that Mrs. CLAIRE VAG@,66-07 99 Street, Rego Park, had sent 
a communication to Judge HARQ^ R. MEDINA protesting the trial of 
the Communist Party leaders.rTtA,^ 
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It is' noted that in the signed statement set out above 
from Mrs* RIVERIAj considerable information As contained concerning 
Mrs. VAGO'S Ccanmunist Party connections. HiCj 

The records of the Board of Elections, Queens County, 
reflect that OSCAR and CLAIREVAGO r egistered as members of the 
American Labor Party from 19 U1 through 19h9i inclusive. AlXr) 

INS INVESTIGATION OF V AGO 

The records of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service reflect that on January 12, 1925, VAGO was admitted at 
New York as an immigrant student destined to the Iftiiversity of 
Michigan. It was ascertained that VAGO did not register at that » 

institution and an investigation was instituted by INS as a result •I'lA ] 

In a report dated June 29, 1925, it is noted that VAGO 
was interviewed by an i^^ector of BIS. He was at that tine residing 
with his vuicle, WILLIAMroOIBSTEIK at 59 Bay^32 Street, Brooklyn, and ' 
advised that he had bec^e ill upon his arrival and as a consequence, 
did not depart for the University of Michigan as intended. Instead, 
he stated he enrolled as a student at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn in 
February, 1925 and completed the term in March, 1925 • He stated he 
had been living with his uncle, WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN, since his arrival 
in the United States and that he had not been enployed at any outside 
work and that he had means of his own to support himself. He stated 
he intended to enter the University of, Michigan in the fall of 1925 
and to remain in the United States for two more years to couplete his 
studies 

In a report dated September 25, 1925, the inspector ad- 
vised that he had again attempted to locate VAGO at 59 Bay 32 Street 
and was informed by Mrs. GOLDSTEIN that VAGO had remained in Brookl^ 
during the absence of Mr. and Mrs* GOLDSTEIN in the summer of 1925 and 
that i 5 >on their return they found him gone and had received no word 
as to his whereabouts or intentions. She advised that VAGO had re- 
ceived a favorable reply to his application for admission to the 
University of Michigan, but that she did not know •jdicther he had gone 

there.m^ 
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In ajpeport dated January 16, 1929, an inspectra* of 
INS advised that he had located liflLLIAM GOLDSTEIN, VAGO'S uncle, ^ 
at 2027 85 Street, Brooklyn, and that GOLDSTEIN had advised him 
that VAGO had graduated from Pratt Institute in Brooklyn and had 
returned to his home in Budapest* He promised to mail to INS the 
letter he had received from his nephew in October, 1928, Tdiich he 
did* ^ ) 

A letter to GOLDSTEIN dated January 25 < 1929, reflects 
that the communication from his n^icw, VAGO, n^ich he had forwarded 
to INS was being returned to him* fW 1 

The records of Pratt Institute, 255 Iverson Street, 
Brooki^, were checked by SA RAYMOID A. MULLINS and reflected that 
VAGO attended one course in structural designing at the Evening 
School of Science and Technology January 22* 1925 to March 19, 1925* 

No additional infonnatimi was available.*^ J 

The following investigation was conducted by SA VICTOR 
TURIN in an attengjt to locate VJILLIAM GOLDSTEIN: * 

It is noted that in the first interview with VAGO in'- 
connection with the investigation of BROTHMAN and GOLD, he was 
questioned concerning his‘ background, preliminary to the interview, 
and stated at .that time that his uncle, 7/ILLIAM GOIBSTEIN, was now 
deceased, 

Mrs* JACK POLLER, 1916 85 Street, Brooklyn, advised that 
she knew WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN during his residence there since he was a 
tenant of her mother* She stated that she remembered GOLDSTEIN as an 
elderly man at the time and that she believed he had since died* 1^) 

Mrs* JOSEPH WEISS, I9l6 85 Street, Brooklyn, was unable 
to furnish any information concerning GOLDSTEIN, 

FRANCIS UTffiENCE, LEONARD PLASTRIK, HERBERT FREISTMAJJ 
and JOEL WISHMICK, aH of 202? 85 Street, Brooklyn, advised that th^ 
had no recollection of a WILLIAM^IESTBIN at that address* 
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SAMUEL HCR0??ITZ, 2027 85 Street, Brooklyn, advised that 
Mr^ and Mrs. 'WILIAM GOLDSTETM had been tenants in that building from 
about 1927 to 1929, at ?diich time theV moved to 8U Street in ^ooklyn. 
He stated that he had heard that both Mr. and Mrs. GOIDSTEIN had died 
sane six or sev^ years after living at this address .1^/ 

-Mrs. RUTH GINSBUEG, 2212 BU Street, Brooklyn, advised 
that Mr. and Mrs. 'WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN had resided there frcm about 1930 
to 1938* She recalled that Mrs .GOLDSTEIN had died in a ho^ital in 
about 1938 and that WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN had died shortly thereafter. 


MISCEIXANEOUS 


Confidential Informant T-7 advised that OSCAR VAGO 
maintained a special chocking account at the Sterling National Bank 
and Trust Company of New York, 9^38 Queens Boulevard, Rego Park, 
in the name of OSCAR J. or CLAIB^AGQ. The account was opened in 
September, I9liii, and the balancfe\as of October 9, 1950. was 0977.12. 
This includes a 0390 cash deposit on October 9, 1950. 

The following Investigation was conducted by SA THOMAS H* 

ZOELLER! 


FRANK BETZ, building superintendent, 66-0? 99 Street, 
Forest Hills, advised VAGO had resided at that adless in Apartment 
1-B since 1941. BETZ stated that he himself is not well acQuainted 
with VAGO and could furnish no information conceming him. 


HERBERT V. NU5SEY, Principal, P. S. l57, Rego Park, 
advised that JOHN VAGO, age twelve, son of OSCAR VAGO, attends that 
school. He stated that he was not acquainted with OSCAR VAGO but 
that CLAIR VAGO is very active in the Parents-Teachers Association 
and in his opinion is wpro-Red”. He could furnish no specific reason 
for this c(^pqt, but stated that she seemed to him to have sxich in- 
clinations 




All sig^d. statements set out above arc being retained in 
the New York Office. ytA.) 
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The follovrijig description of VAGO was obtained from 
personal observation and interrogation: 


Name: 

OSCAR JOHi; VAGO, was: 

Oszkar Vago, John Murray, John lluray"" 

Date of Birth: 

February 27, 1898, , • ' 

Budapest, Hungary ^ ' ' ' v _ 

Height: 

5» 6" . . ’ 0 " . . 

Weight : 

150 lbs. , \ '■ • 

Eyes: 

Brown > ' * * ^ 

Hair: 

Brown, graying and thinning • , ' ' 

Congjlexion; 

Ruddy • , A ' , ‘ ^ 

Build: 

Stocky 

Occupation: 

Engineer ^ 

Employed: 

JACOB /iRONet ' ‘ 

12 East l|.8 Street ' i ' ' ‘ ' 

New York City ' ' ^ > 

Social Security 

• * ' ^ 

Number: 

09(>-P5-9115 

Citizenship : 

U. S* naturalized 

September 29, 1938. 

Wife: 

CLAIR VAGO_ 

Children: 

JOHN VAGO, age twelve 

SUSAN VAGO, age four 

Residence: 

66-07 99 Street 

Rego Park \ 


PENDING- 
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NI5TRATIVE PAGE (Cont*d) 


In connection with'^e Federation of Architects, Engineers, 
Chemists and Technicians, the report of the Joint Fact Finding Committ- 
ee to the 19U8 Regular California Legislature makes the following 


comments: 


L 




’•Typical of Communist front organizations in the science 
and professional classification are Federation of Architects, Engineers, 
Chemists and Technicians, (now tho United Office and Professional 
Workers, CIO )»..«•” ^ _ 




ARREST SEi^RCH 

f 


At the tiine of his arrest on September 28, 1950, VAGO 
cairied on his person the following: 

Card of l.R^miLER 

Insured parcel receipt to Arlington, Vermont 

Card ouffiarber-Colman Company, Rockford, Illinois 

Profes^nal Engineers Card #ll;539, New York State 

Card of Policy Holder, Hartford Accident and Indemnity Co,, 

M 1623^^ 

Card of lULTONvCffiCKER, Grand Central Radio Inc., 

12ii E^a^'litith Street 

Card of PAIW^IDLINGER, General Engineering Associates, 
1928' P^st Street, N.W., Washington, 

D«C. / 

Card bearing notation Policy No. 275251, Manhattan Life 
Insurance' Compai^, 120 West 57th Street 
Card of Associated Hospital Service, No. 5279981 W 
Selective Service Card dated April 2, 19U3, Order 

Number IIIU 8 , LB 251, Queens, 9501 o3rd Avenue, 
Elmhurst 

Card showing membership in' American Concrete Institute 
valid to January 1, 1951 
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/jronOTSTRitTIVE P.VSE (Cont'd) 


It is noted that JACK R. TTTLT.kr^ an interview with whom has 
been set out previously in this report^: resides at 125 East St. Marks 
Place, Valley Stream, and formerly- resided at 3U61| Knox Place, Bronx, 
New York. He was born on August 7, 1910 at Chicago, Illinois and 
was Chief of the Engineer Unit at H.A. Brassert and Company, 

60 East li.2nd Street, New York City, from February 23, 19UU to 
February 28, 1950. {K') 

It is noted that EiRRY GOLD has advised that MILLER was 
formerly a Communist or Communist sympathiaer but that he has since 
become anti-Communist. MILLER stated that he had been at one time 
somewhat sympathetic to the Communist Party but that since 1939 and 
the Hitler~Stalin Pact, he had lost his sympath^r for the organization. 
He advised that in 1937 he had been employed with the Technical Aid 
Society for Spanish liSiocracy, which later became the Veterans Of The 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade. He stated that he knew that the organization 
was run by Communists but that he had continued to work there since 
he sympathized vdth the aims of the Party in Spain. He advised also 
that he is a member of the Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order of the IWD 
and advised that although he regards this organization as Conmunist 
dictated, he has retained his membership because of insurance benefits* 
He stated that as of the present time, ho is definitely anti~Coramunist 
and opposed to Soviet Russia, 

The files of the Hew fork Office contained no information 
identifiable with MILTON HECIu]Ii_ and the TTashir^ton Field Office has 
been requested to Ixlentify l^AtTrY/ElDLIMCiER. i 

It is noted that Confidential Informant T-7' advised a check 
in the amount of 5200.00, payable to Mrs, .CL/^IRS VAO d. was issued by 
PAUL 17EIDLIKGER on the Riggs National Banlc, T/ashington, D.C, in 
September, 1950. 
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' ADTgNISTEl\TIVE >AGE (Cont»d)'. 


R^UESTS FOR ENGINEERING TEXTS BY VAQO 


On September 19, 1950, according to Confidential Informant 
T*^2,. of knoTm reliability, VAGO addressed letters to the following; 

!• flexicore Co«, Inc*. 

Dayton, 1, Ohio 

2* united States Gypsum Co* 

300 West Amsterdam Street, 

Chicago, 6, 111* 

3* Detroit Steel Products Co* 

2250 East Grand Boxxlevard 
Detroit H, Uich, 

U* Ceaenstone Corp. 

Neville Island 
Pittsburgh 25 , Pa. 

$, Phillip Carey Mfg Co, 

Lockland Cincinnati 15, Ohio 

6, Great Lakes Steel Corp 

Stran-steel Division, Penobskot Building 
Detroit 26, Mich, 

7* Porete Mfg. Co. 

North Arlington, N.J, 

8* Crane Co* 

836 So* Michigan Avenue, 

Chicago, 111* 

9* Trucon Laboratories 
Cement Tile Division 
Detroit 11, Mich* 






RI^KtR.'LS 

17 



j 

NY 100-552it2 



imaNISTRiLTIVE PAGE (Cont»d) 


10^ American Institute of Steel Construction, 
101 Park Avenue 
New York 17, New York 


11, Ceco Steel Products Corporation 
5701 West 26th Street 
Chicago 50, 111. 

12. Air Reduction Company 
60 East l 42 nd Street 
New York, 17, New York 


13 • Flochart Foundry Company 
Polk Street 
Newark 1, New Jersey 


lli. Brickcrete Association 
li669 So. Division Avenue 
Grand Rapids 8, Mich. 


15« Davidson Brick Company 
U701 Floral Drive 
Los Angeles 22, Cal. 



teletype to ascertain 


Interested offices were requested 
the nature of the correspondence. 

Jir, W, GUNTHER, Vice President of the Air Reduction Company, 
60 East U2nd Street, New York City, furnished the following letter 
sent to the firm VAGO and advised that it was a technical work 
which contains no classified or secret information; 



' L ^ 
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.ggHNISTIL^.TIVE P/iGE (Cont»d) 


"Oscar J. Vago, P.E. 

6607 Ninety-Ninth Street 
Rego Park, L.I., N.Y. 

"September I6, 1950 


"Air Reduction Co, 

60 East l42nd Street 
New York, 17, N.Y. 

"Gentlemen; 

"I would greatly appreciate your sending me a copy of your 

publication entitled: 

* 

•Manual of Design for Arc Welded Steel Structures* • 


"Thank you. 


"OJV/nig" 


"/s/ Oscar J. Vago 



TII0M'i.S H. HEIIDRICICS, .American Institute of Steel Construction, 
161 Park Avenue, New York City, advised that VAGO had requested fi*om 
the firm texts entitled "Simple Span Rigid Frames in .Steel" and 
"Design of Rigid Frame Knees". He stated that these wore basic books 
dealing with structural steel and not of a classified nature. 


(U) 


In a letter dated September 25, 1950, the Los Angeles Office 
advised that Mr. S.OOGGEN, General Manager, Davidson Brick Company, 
1(.701 Floral Drive, Los Angeles, California, had received a request 
from VAGO for a publication dealing ^th structural quality of 
brick and brick engineering. He advised that the book contained no 
restricted literature and is available to anyone requesting it. 
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/Jfr;IINI5m\TIVE PAGE (Cont*d) 


In a letter dated September 27> 19^0, the Newark Office advised 
that the request made by VAGO to the Flochart Foundry and the Porete 
Manufacturing Company were for literature similar to that set out above* 


FILE CHECKS 


The following names, which have appeared in the investigation 
for the reasons noted, have been checked in the files of the New York 
Office: 


EDMUUa^NKLER, 28UU 50th Street, Woodside, L.I.,N.Y. 

• ' brother-in-law of VAGO 

JACOB S. ARONOWt 12 East U6th Street, New York City, 

employer of VAGO 

AiNGELO CO NTI. 25 Broadway, New York City, former employer 
of VAGO 

J.M« FELSON. 200 West 57th Street, New York City, former 
^ employer of VAGO 

LUCDfeKI?r''ERLIK, 2257 37th Street, Long Island City, 

*' . reference 

inCEi'JsA^LSS/iJJDIIl, lii95 Montgomery Avenue, Bronx, New York, 

(\ reference 

' LE5LIIs|^''JJN oA'l'Jiinij I4I6 Fort "Prashington' Avenue, New York, — 
'V 1/ ' ' City, reference 

JOSEPIIINffl^NICLER, 28141: 50th Street, TfoodsWe, L.I.,N.T., 

naturalization witness 

Ci-LmLE^/EIEirjJ, 28UI4 50th Street, TToodside, L.I,N.Y«, 

f\ who received a check dated" 9A/50 in "the 

amount of .560*00 from VAGO^ according to 
Confidential Informant T-7* 

No information pertaining to this .investigation has been found 
identifiable with any of the above. 
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AD?.GNISTFt.^TIVE PAGE (Cont’d) 


ARTHUral^ILY, 66o8 102nd Street, Forest Hills, Long Island, 
Nevr York, the aTbnmey who was called VAGO at the time of his 
arrest, is the husband of .MARILTO BAILY. whom lirs.'-RIVIRIA has 
described as prominent in toe affairs of the Communist Party. She has 
also advised that E^ILY is a member of the Communist Party. iji) 

According to Confidential Informant T-7, VAGO wrote a 
check in the amount of $600*00 to /iRTHUR EiILY on September 27, 1950. 

MOSES C. WEIMIM, attorney who is representing VAGO in 
connection with his prosecution for perjury, is mentioned in the 
’•Daily ^rker”' of October 21, 19l;l as having jointly represented one 
IIERBERtv^TTON, Vice President of the 77PA Teachers* Union in a case 
involving charges of police brutality. 

In the ’’Daily Worker” of August 3, 195Q/'i fflEtm rf is described 
as the attorney who represented in Magistrates Court on a disorderly 
conduct charge, the seaman who was arrested l:y the Police for 
climbing a lamp post in Union Square in connection with the 
’’Peace Demonstration” in August of 1950. uo 

The ’’Daily Worker”, of August U, 1950, describes 'JEIMAN 
as one of the Civil Rights Congress Attorneye retained for the 
arrested p’eace demonstrators in connection with the above-mentioned 
demonstration. /"Tjj 


■ 


VAGO WILHELM 


on October 2, 1950, Mrs. j/dffiS CAMPBELL LMIS, 22 East 73rd 
Street, New York City, advised that she had seen a newspaper picture 
of VAGO and believed that she recognized him as a Commissar in the 
Coramxmist Government of Fela Kun in Hungary in 1919. She stated that 
the latter individual was in his late 20*3 at that time and that although 
she had never seen him, the newspaper picture of VA^ resembled newspaper 
pictures of VAGg|(^IjHELM. She suggested that OSCAJ^ASZI, former 
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AI)fflNISTIb\TIVE PAGE (Cont'd) 


Minister of the Interior in the Government preceding the Kun Regime 
and now a Professor at Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio, should be 
contacted concerning the likeness. tZ(.j 

The Cleveland Office was requested to interview JASZI and 
in a teletype dated October 5> 1950, it was stated that JASZI was' not 
acquainted vri.th VAGO 7/IT.HKT.7T b ut that Confidential Informant T-13, 
of Imovm reliability, should be contacted. lu) 


CONTACTS IHTII INFORJl'JJTS 


Confidential Informants T-lL> and T-15, of known Reliability, 
advised that they haVe no information concerning VAG0.(lA.j 

Confidential informant T-l6, of knovm reliability, vrho is 
familiar with Hungarian Communist affairs, also advised that he was 
unacquainted with VAGO. 

The following informants v;ere also contacted and were unable 
to furnish any information concerning VAGO: 

:NTLEY, contacted by SA THO.WJS J. SPENCER 
IG, contacted by SA JOHN P. MLET 
ZACmORjfeDIR, contacted by SA EUVIN R. TULLY 
>UDENZ,./ontacted by SA TAELLIAM J. MG CARTHY 

lASSING. contacted by SA TTILLLy'! J. MC CARTHY 



(jej 


It is noted that in Los Angeles teletype to Ngw York dated 
October 5, 1950, the results of an interview with PAIH?^P.OUCH are 
set out. CROUCH advised that he was quite sure that ne had seen VAGO 
in the company of XOUIS GIBARTI and JACQili QQIQS in New York City between 
1931: and 1936 on ^verai occasions. He was 'unable to supply more 
specific information concerning dates, times and places and stated that 
he did not know the connection between VAGO and GIE*JvTI and GC^LOS. (rc) 
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AlgfINISmTIVE PAGE (Cont*d) 


Arrangements have been made for an interview of 
in Paris in the near future* 

In a letter dated October 1950, the Seattle Office advised 
that Confidential Informant T-17, of known reliability, was unable 
to identify a photo^aph of VAGO. 

In a letter dated October 6, 1950, the Denver Office advised 
that MORRIS LOUia^PI£J.IAN was unable to identify a photograph of 
VAGO, ^ 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A surveillance of VAGO from September 12 to the time of 
his arrest failed to disclose any pertinent contacts. 

In a report from the Identification Division of the FBI, 
dated October 5, 1950, it was advised that there was no previous 
criminal record for OSCAR JOHN VAGO, FBI #5l97l|6A.y^j 

The records of the Credit Bureau of Greater New York and 
the New York City Police Department failed to reflect any information 
concerning VAGO* \^) 

In connei 
ormant T-lli 

stops were placed at New York City with overseas airlines, 
or steamship companies, the Alien TcOc Division of the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue, the Border Patrol of Immigration arid Naturalization 
Service, Confidential Informant T-7, HSRBERW^SSEy, PS l57 Rego 
Park, and Confidential Informant T-18, of kp^W reliability. These 
stops have not been removed since it is not yet known whether VAGO 
intends to be released on bail. 
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/iPfflNISmTIVE PAGE (Cont<d) 


The following records were checked as noted: 


Department of Health: 

Selective Service: 

Immigration and Naturalization 
Sejrvice: 

Board of Elections: 

Credit Bureau of Greater 
New York; 

New York City Police 
Department; 


SE GEFL'iRD M. LENAHAN 
SA FRANCIS A. C0GSV7EIX, JR. 

SE RALPH G. MURDY 
SE WILLL‘11 R. SWEENEY 


SE HALPH G* I.IURDY 
SA AUGUST J. MICEK 
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ISADS 


NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 


Will report the results of a mail cover on the subject’s 
residence at 66-07 99th Street, Rego Park* ^1 

Will report the results of a check of toll calls made from 
the subject’s home telephone* 

Will continue to monitor the bank account of the subject 
at the Sterling National Bank and Trust Company branch at 95-38 Queens 
Boulevard, Rego Park* 

Will oonduct investigation at 397 Third Avenue, Astoria, 
long Island j 340 Ditmars Boulevard, Astoria, long Island and 25 
Sickles Street, former residence of the subject* 


Will interview Confidential Infomant 
concerning VAOO WIUIELM* 






for information 


Will interview the following informants concerning VAGO: 





P!’ 




Will Interview the following employes, partners and 
contacts of A* BROTHUAN Associates t 



A 



SOL FANSHEL 
ROBERT GERSON 
HERSH RABINOVITCH 
8H0IEM SIIBERSTEIN 
EMIL BARISH 
ARTHUR WEBER 



Will follow and report prosecutive action* 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


The Confidential Informants mentioned in the report of . 
SA ROBERT KANE dated Octoberl6 > 1950 at New York, New York> 
are as follows t 


T-1 

T-2 


T-3 

T-4 

T-5 



T-6 

TS7 

T-8 

T-9 

T-10 


Anonymous 1 

___ 
erling Nati onal 

Bank and Trust Company, 95*»’38 

Queens Boulevard, Rego Park, 



United States District Judge, 
HAROID R. MEDINA. 
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GERHARD NORvAL 1RDLIAN was Interviewed at tha Itolversity of 
Georgia, Athens, Georgia. He denied knowledge of subject 
bedng In the Dhlted States illegally. He stated that 
VADO, while eii9>loyed at A. BROTKUAN & ASSOCIATES read 
the Daily irorker but liiOLLAN h/id no knowledge of VAGO 
distributing the Daily Wbrker. 'HDUAN admitted arguing 
with VAGO concerning the ouster of EARL BROWDER from the 
Communist Party. WOLLAN favored BR0nD£R_wd VAGO favored 
the expulsion of BROWEER and the election of WILUOIM -2. 
FOSTER. 'WOLIAN denied any knowledge of espionage activities 
of VAGO. 


DETAIIS} 


This is a Joint report of SA lESTER G 
writer. 

AT. ATHENS. GEORGIA: 


. mVIS and the 


GlddURD NORVAuJIOZl^ was interviewed at the University of 
Gewgia vrtiere he enployed'^rt time as a mathematios professor and is 
also working on his Fh. D. Degree in mathematics. 

IPOiiZAN stated he first met subject in when he went 
to work for the Regal Chanlcal Company. This was two or three weeks after 
IDLLAN met BROTHl^ and he believed VAGO was introduced to him by BROTHUAN. 

AI<L TWPO^iTION C0^T.AINED 
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AT 65-0362 


VOLIAH related that subject was a construction 
engineer by profession and had been educated abroad^ the 
exact place of idiich he did not know but believed it to 
be in Gexnany. He stated that subject was a specialist^ 
at the time he first knew hiuj In re-enforced concrete 
construction* iroUAN was of the opinion that subject and 
BROTHUAN were old friends* 

IVOIIAN stated that he had no knowledge of subject 
ever having been in the United States illegally^ stating 
that he was of the opinion 'ttiat subject came to the Itoited 
States as a young man from Hungary and remained here* 

Subject was married and had one child who was approxlfflately 
eight years old in X9hS and another child id)o was bom 
about 19hS, The subject *8 wife and his oldest child spoke 
with a decided accent* 

When A, ROTHMAN L ASSXIATES was first organized^ 
according to W0LLAH« subject was one. of the original partners 
and had charge of keeping the records. VAGO was also an ex- 
cellent draftsman and supervised the draft work performed 
by A* BROTHUAN & ASSOCIATES* Subject was still en^lpyed as 
a partner by A* BROTHUAN & ASSOCIATES when WOLLAN left this 
concern* WOLLAN stated he has not been in contact with VAQO 
since he left A* BROTHUAN & ASSOCIATES other than receiving 
Christmas greeting cards* He stated however that he had 
some social contact with VAGO while associated with A* BROTHUAN & 
ASSOCUTES* 

WOLLAN Stated that he was acquainted with subject *8 
wife, CLAIRj, and recalled that subject told him that during 
the early Nineteen Thirties^ he, subject, "had it kind of 
tough"* Subject was unen^loyed at that time nd his wife 
worked necessitating subject's staying at home to take care 
of the oldest d)ild tdio was very small then* WOLLAN stated 
he believed VAQO's wife was employed by the WPA Artist Project 
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AT 65-1362 


ITOLLAN stated that he could not positively 
state nhether VAGO iras a member of the Cooununist Party 
inasmuch as he was not associated with VAGO '*on that level*** 

He stated however that VAGO, from his conversations^ adhered 
to the conmunlst line and read Ccnummist Party literature* 

He stated that VAGO consistently read the Daily Worker 
idiile ^ployed by A, BROIHUAN & ASSOCIATES but he had never 
known VAGO to engage in the distribution of the Daily Worker 
or solicit subscriptions* 

WOLIAN further stated that he had an argument 
with VAGO regarding the ouster of EARL BROWDER from the 
CotDmunist Party* WOLLAN related that VAGO favored the 
ouster of EARL BROWDER and the election of WILLIAH Z* FOSTER 
to head the Communist Party and the changing of the Communist 
Party name from **lhe Communist Political Association" back to 
"The Communist Party"* WOLLAN favored BROWDER and was 
opposed to replacing BROWDER with WILLIAU Z. FOSTER. 

WOLLAN stated he assumed VAGO was a naturalized 
citizen of the United States but did not recall how he gained 
this Impression. He said that subject had never, at any time, 
admitted that he, subject, had been in the thiited States 
Illegally. 
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AT 65-1362 


lEABS 


IHE ATLANTA DIVISION 

AT ATpmTAt GEORGIA irlll exhibit the photograph 
of subject to ALFRED DEAN SIACK at the Itoited States 
Penitentiaxy in accordance with Knoxville letter dated 
October U, 1950* 


REFESSNCC: 


New York teletype to Atlanta dated lO/U/50 
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J* EAVH) VHIITAEER CHAliIBERSj Westsissterj Marjrlaud^ self-eonfessed former 
Soviet espionage eourisr^ was interviewed by SA FRANK Q« JOHNSTONE and the 
writer on October 9$ 1950* , ^ 

A photograph of VAQO was displayed to NR* CHAMBERS and he was unable to identify 
the subject* Be stated that YAGO Is not known to him and he oan famish no 
Information regarding the subjeet* 
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HARRT GOLD, self-adioltted Soviet Espionage 
Agent, on 9A4/50p stated that OSCAR JOHN 
VAOO told him he vas a Comnunlst ^arty member 
and attended svse tings In Forest Hills, 

New York City. CJOLD, in a signed statement 
given on October 2, 1950, advised he first 
met VACO in 1943. VAGO was described as a 
Communist to GOLD, at this time. The first 
personal contact, 'teteeen VAGO and GOLD 
ooenrred in May 1946, at GOLD'S place of 
employment, A. BROTHIU^ AS50CIA!1ES. VAGO 
was the Chief Bngineer and Draftsman there. 
VAGO discussed Communist Party matters on 
many occasions, according to GOLD. Re also' 
sold a special edltlcn of the O ft Try 'ii^OPJCBR. 

In May of 1948, VAGO told GOLD there 'was an 
Irregularity in his leaving the United States 
after his first stay in amerlca. !Diis matter 
of an Irregularity coneemlng VAGO's entry 
into the Ihilted States was mentioned. by VAGO 
again in December of 1949. THOMAS L. BLACK, 
a self -admitted Soviet Espionage Agent of 
the 1930*8, -states he believed the pho'tograph 
of VAGO *10 be that of "GSCiJl." BLACK states 
ha saw VAGO on only two occasions. He also 
said he had no personal knowledge re VAGO 
beyond that ii^lch he learned from HARRY GOLD.. 
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lEI&lLS: 




At Philadelphia, Pa. 


HARiOn^LD, a self-confessed -Sar^fit P.wp<r»nfl ge Agen tj advised on Hay 22 , 
1950/'that tri'l94^ lie received A-Bomb information from EMIL JULIUS 
KLAU5 FUCKS for transmission to the Soviet Union. GOLD is currently 
in fbderai custody at the Holmesburg County Prison, Hiiladelphia, await- 
ing sentence. GOLD has entered a plea of guilty to having violated 
Section 32, Sub Section A, Title 50, lAilted States Code^^A.] 

In an Interview conducted by the writer on September 14> 1950, GOLD 
advised that OSCAR JOHN VAGO was a Ccmimunlst Party member. This was 
based on the fact that VAGO told GOLD during their acquaintance that 
he was a Communist Party number, and had attended meetings in the 
Forest Hills Section of New York City> 7 i.\ 




According to GOLD, VAGO first came to the United States in either 1923 
or 1926. VAGO returned to Hungary, and then came back in 1928 or 1929. 
There are some irregularities connected with VAGO's exit and re-entry 
into the United States. However, GOLD said that he did not know the 
details concerning this.^^^ 

GOLD advised that he never discussed his espionage activities vlth 
VAGO, and he did not believe that VAGO was involved in any espionage 
activity. His reason for this belief, he said, was the fact that VAGO 
Is extremely talkative and not able to keep things to himself. 

On October 2, 1950, GOLD furnished the folloming signed statemant 
voluntarily* 

"October 2, 1950 
Philadelphia, Penna. fet/ 

"I, HARRY GOLD, make the following voluntary statement 
to ROBERT G. JBNS^ and RALPH J* T, CARTER,'- JR., who have identified 
themselves to me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
No threats or promises have been made to me and 1 know that any state- 
ment I make can be used against me In a Court of Law. I have been ad- ^ 

vised of my right of counsel and I know that I do not have to make any 
statement at all. 
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. »I first heard of OSCAR JOHN VAOO in- 1943 from .AffiAHAM_^ 

>»j CBROTH|IAM«^ who was at that time furnishing me with technical information 
for transmittal to the Soviet lAiion. ER0!IHUAN at this time wanted me 
to get financial assistanoe for him from SEVEN VrT$BVBNOV so that he> 
PROTHUAN, could hire QgCAR JOHN VAOO and JAGiMIli)^. VAGO and lUIlER 
were to work for HENR^(^L1IVZNNB or ratl^ th Achenm rgv Daslen Corpor- 
atlQn.t, EEiOFHVAN was a partner irith ARzj^SR and HENRI GOLTKNNB in 
this film. ' 

’’SEVENOV was my Russian espionage superior at this time. 

I informed him of BR0THV^*s request which he rejected rather violently. 

"VAGO and MILISR had been described, by BR079UAN, to me 
as sincere and convinced Communists who could form the nucleus of a 
later development of a BROTHVAN organization. This organization to 
produce and desl^ chemical processes for the Soviet Ibion. This venture 
of BROTHUAN's was all to be backed by Amtorg or Russian money 

"I first met VAOO in Kay of 1946 on the momlng I came to 
work for A* BROTHVAN ASSOCIATES. He was a partner in this firm and was 
also a design engineer and the chief draftsman. 

"Many times .in the ensuing months, VAOO would spend a 
great deal of time in the office on 32nd Street in discussing such 
matters as what had gone in his own particular "Communist Party Club" 
the night before . He would also dwell at some Isng^ on news items 
and editorials in the New York Herald Tribune and would e^ostulate 
about the perfiify of the capitalist pf'ess in general 

. "Later when the design offices had been moved to the 
Chatham-Phenix Bldg, in Long Island City, on one occasion, EROTHVAN 
became upset for we were delayed in couple ting a report for the Vettur 
Chemical Co. of India, because OSCAR VAGO was at lhat very mon^nt busy 
selling a special edition of the BAHI VORKBR in Queens Plaza. On 
at least one other occasion, VAGO told me of having sold the QAILI 1IDRKER 
in both his home neighborhood, Rego Park, and nearby Queens Village. ^ j 

"Sometime In the 9 ring of 1948, a mimeographed series 
of paBq;>hleta eriticizing the policies of the National Leaders of the 
' 4 Derican Connuniat Party came out . \ yh ese pamphlets were Issued 
individual idiose name may have been^FRANKLlN." To the best of ny ' 

V . 
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knowledge ) this *F7{AKKLIN'* became a leader of a factlonallst group In 
Harlem. 

^'ABRAHAU BROniUAN was much taken with the arguments 
presented tagr **PRANKLIN." He at one time argued these points before a 
Communist Party Club in Chelsea^ which is a section of Manhattan. 

"A few days later, fdiile I was working at the Slmhurst 
Laboratories of A* BROTHMAN ASSOCIAlBSi VAGO called and asked me to come 
to his hone some two miles distant. Hlhile at the VAGO residence, OSCAR 
stated his belief that the Chelsea Communists had been perfectly justi- 
fied in ejecting BROTHMAN from their meeting. VAGO added that in his 
own Rego Park Club, EROlHMAh asuld not have succeeded in even getting 
a few words of criticism out. 

"In late May of 1948, BROIHMAN went to Switzerland to sell 
one of the firm's processes to the Lonza Co. of that country. After he 
had left, we discovered that BROTHMAN was planning to deprive the rest 
of his associates from their fair share of any future income of A. BROTH- 
MAN ASSOCIATSi. On one ^ye nlng in the . week following BROTHMAN 's depart- 
ure for Switzerland, PHt^LBVINE and I were at the VAGO home discussing 
wt^t procedure we should best follow to Insure that our interests in 
AITBROIHMMI could be protected. As we were preparing to leave, I men- 
tlmed that I was in no position to be too harsh with BROTHMAN. VAGO 
then added 'tttat he too did not wish to undergo any scznitlny by the F«B.I>, 
inasmuch as there was an irregularity involved In his leaving the Iftiited 
States for Hungary after his first stay in America. He elaborated on 
this only to the extent that udiile the authorities thought or believed 
he had actually Isft for Hungary, he was in reality still in the Uiited 
States. 

"raiL X2VXNZ, who was present during this entire conver- 
sation, was a oo-worker of VAGO and mine at ABRAHAM BROTHMAN ASSOCIATES . { ; 


"The next time this matter of irregularities in connection 
with VAGO's entry into the Ikiited States, came up was in December of 
1949* I was in New Tork City on a visit to the National Exposition of 
Chemloal Industries at the Grand Central Palace. At 5t30 or 6tOO p.m. , 
the evening of the first Friday in December 1949* I called VAGO just 
to say hello, but OSCAR insisted I come over to his house for dinner and 
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a talk. At the end of several hours of conversatloi, VAGO again mentioned 
his fear of an Investigation concerning the irregularities of his move- 
ments in and out of the Uhited States of America in the late titentles 
or early thirties. This was the last time that I saw or heard from 
OSCAR JOHN VAQO.^^^ 

*'lhls is to certify that I, HARRY GOLD, have read the 
above statement consisting of this and four other pages. I have placed 
my initials at the bottom of the preceding four pages signifying that I 
have read those pages. I have also placed my initials at the corrections 
Indicated on page 2 and again on page 4. The information that I have 
furnished above is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. ' 


/s/ HARRY GOLD 

October 2, 1950. 
Philadelphia, Renna.* 


"Ultnessed hyt 




ROBERT G. JENSEN 

Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
October 2, 1950, Philadelphia, Penna. 

RALPH J. T. CARTER, JR. 

Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
October 2, 1950, Riiladolphia, Penna.” 


IH^IAS L^ELACK, idio advised that he was the individual who introduced 
HARRY GOLD to his first Soviet Espionage superior In 1935, was shown a 
photograph of OSCAR JOHN VAGO by SA ROBERT W. HOlilBS on October 2, 1950. 
BLACK, at first said he did not recognize the person shown. However, 
after further study, BLACK said he believed the picture to be of ”0SCAR, 
the mechanical engineer and draftsman” who was employed at A. BROTHUAN 
ASSOCIATES in New York City. BLACK remarked that the photograph showed 
G6CAR as having considerably less hair than BLACK recalled. He said 
that he has not seen OSCAR since 1945 or 1946. 1 lAj 

BLACK said that he recalled having seen OSCAR on only two occasions. 

The first time was at BROTHUAN' s office in New York, when he went there 
with GOLD and BROIHMAN and saw a man who was casually introduced to him 
sitting at a drawing board. On the second occasion, he saw the same man 











in BROTHlUN's laboratory In Long Island City. \jii 

THQIl&S L* BLACK said that he had nevsr had any direct conmsrsatlon irith 
VAGO| and that what ha knew about hlmi he had learned from HABR7 GOLD, 
who described VAGO as an e^ellent draftsman, who was a devoted worker 
for BROIHUAN. GOLD told BLACK that VAGO was having f amily trouble as 
the result of the long, time he worked for EROIBUAN without pay. During 
this period, VAGO was dependent on his wife's relatives for support. 

Concerning VAGO's possible Conmiunlst Party membership, BLACK said that 
he knew nothing except it was his own observation, with nothing to 
support it, but remarks made during his visits to BROlHkAN's office 
and laboratory, that anybody who worked for BROTHUAN was at least a 
Coinaunlst Party sympathizer, | 
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BEf&HENCBt 


New York teletype, dated September 29, 
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FEDEBAL BIXBEAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEFABTUENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet 


•C8 




Be: OSCAR JOHN VACO, was. 
FERJURT^ ESPIONAGE - R 


File # “ 101-198B-89 y 
Lab. # 1>.123283 BE 

No Lab Bile 


Examination requested by: SAC, New Tork (10ID-^52U2) 

T 

Date of reference communication: 10/23/50 
Examination requested: Document 
Besult of Examination: 


Date Beceived : 10/25/50 


Besult of Examination: Examination by: D 

/>4<K jCciuvcti^ jfr>^ * » ' 

. \v^ /f/./i/O 


r 


Specimens submitted for examination 


Kcl Fhotostatic copies of a Seleetlbe Service registration card and a Selective 
Service questionnaire bearing the knoim handwriting and handprinting of 
OSCAR JOHN VAGO. 

r,'ilTH^7::3b4i;B?UK 


COPIES DESTROYED 
466 i.lAR 9 1961 






-arfinrT 1* 

^EWiCTj 




. \crAy'- ^ 












jISTRATIO^ card — (M en Wn on or after February K. j 97 and on or before December 31, 192!) 


SiJilAL 


1. N'Aiit 

y I. / 

r u. A /' 





(Mu 'V 


( r^< j 


OKDEB NUMBEH 

, 1 r u 


2 . l'L- 4 CE Utii.I. LSI * (J'TIUlj • 

^ ^ ^ ^ j ■ » . fc . .TT 

(NtKTi^jrr KD’i Bi rf>^t "I o« n. tow np i.j, v> )iv^^ » t rit, J '* -“ii 

frUE PL\< K OK liK'sMJKNrE <,I\r.S ON IJIK IJNE AnOVE Wll.r Ol lI.kMrNE l.r>rAL BOAKIl 
JL iiJSnK T ION; LINE 2 OF KEO|.-» f It \ TJoN C EIM ;H( ATE WILL HE IDEM JCALJ 
a. Ma'UV, ALnarsa 






" * V- ^ jr 

--r ^ 

^ -Li- 






i 




I iiiI»T,* k'1'l’'f^ - if >» Lrr- • ' % j->’ e I n ,r i,ti IiT'W ?. ' t e i r» a . ,t < •! 


4. T LLLFiloSX 

S. A .L iS \ Lai.:5 

0. 1 LA. t or Biutu 




/ 

^ Date. or Dikth 

(Tavit or eooaly) 

/ ... .;.J, . •', i 

'T iri i-.t*' IN jL-.t/p’r* 

" ' / - / 

M - > liAi* ' \r > 

- -'■ 

or c**ntrk > 


7. N^kiE anlp AL>i'aE'.ij or ^'fck^o^ w hO Will Al^hs KsuW" Youh ai>drea9 

y- ^ . 




fi. EwiLoyEu ' Nlul anu al>d&ua 
9- Place or Emkiotmest ou hc9iMts:i 


. .,V-^ f j ... 

fN Lifi^Ler ad'I itraat o? H F D nuQbrr^ 


/ 






40tAtB> 


I ArnEM Tilat 1 IIave VtauiExa Above ANjWEaa and Thai Thet A^J'acR. 

☆ apo 1A-^1030-I 


D. 8. 8. Form 1 
(Revufrd 1-1-42) 


f Thet A^^ecr. " 


lo««r> 


iTlEibtrAlu'B wsaatinf*) 




sVi'*— Ar-^j 


VJ 




'•W 


.'V* 


%A- 






C. 


* 






f ^w>•, ' 




rW^fJ 






tjfE. V 






L. ^m- 










'•A-i- 


;jrr- 


rr--r. 


*p*- ^ 




--=.4 


■P* I •■ r* 












. / • 




tti’ 






,P .-^ 


"riTi 


~ i’.-r ■** 










' f -.* — '■». 


« •*». »')i • ,/:-. ' V- •- - ■ «'irr* - - “-C" ^ ■ » ■■* » ■ "A,, - > .^' - - ■ - » • 1 . I .»■ 

\yjr ‘W. ‘ . J,;;.,. jTaSc,.- 






Signature 



rOTICE: *^Your Questionnaire !'ust Be Uotarizod. 

Notaries No Not Cl:arge For This Service." 

Local Board ^251 - Elnhurst, N.Y. 


Order IJo. 

THESE QUESTIONS F^; A ^fP.i OF YOVT: OIT^STIOIHU IRE A:R) :r;ST BE ANSV/ERED- 
Have you any brothers and sisters ? State belov/ tlieir nonce^ ^g^s, 
addresses, and \;hother r'.arried or sir.glo. 

ADDRESS AGE lUuRRIKD OR 

, /7/^//ru/-'7 ^e^ /^// ///^ 

y / y y 


Do they live v/ith you? /9 o Do they raintain th^;ir ov.ti IIones?_^^ 

VOiere are tT>oy rr Inyrd? ^ 'Tnat rr*? their v.^oces? 


Ho\7 nucli do they contribute tor;ard t)ie hone? 

Are there any otlier relativoaor boarders living \7ith you? 
Hoa; much do th* se boonlrD or relatives per v/eek? 






Are your dependents receiving relief, pension or compensation from 
any source? ^ 


Do you or any other member of your family o\n\ any property? 
If so, state kind and value 




Do 2/ou or any other nenbor of your funily have a bard: account? 

State the n'^r.c of tho Bank and the amount ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 




Remarks : 




had read to me) the Btaleinciita made by and al>out me, and that eiich and every 8uch statement is true and complete to the 
best of my knowledge, infunuation, and belief. The etaiemcDta made by me in the foregoing in inv owm handwriting. 


RubfeCfil/cd and fWiirn to l>i'forc me this 


Begistra&t aign here 

^ikA. 


day of 



If another p^'rson hiu* aspi^ted the regintrant in filling out this Questionnaire, ^uch 
I have as.*iirt/.*d the registrant herein named in pn‘paration of this Questionnaire because 


\ ^nr 'C, Co, 

<Jrr. ' Ct\ ■ . -i 037 

Crriiticalrs filed in 
N V-Co-Cla*a-Nu-ljQ6,.kag.^o.4 O 53 

• I .y^ r-f .. |_ ,,.14 


ovffiig stateiiiCDt: 


(For fxamiik- Re(glsir«Dt iixkal»l» tn read and write Eoj^Jldi. elc.) 


(PitL’DatuiTP «.f Advisor) 

INSTRUCTIONS — Registrant shall write nothing below thia line when filling out the Questionnaire. 

MINUTE OF action ON REQUEST FOE EXTENSION OF TIME FOR FILING CLAIM OR PROOF 
The application of have time for filiug claim or proof extended 

^ 1® is {rerinl^} reason that 


(Dftir) 


Af ember. 


MINUTE OF ACTION BY LOCAL BOARD COUNTY STATE 


The local board claasifiea the^registrant in Class Subdiv 



iflion by the^ollow'ing vote: Yea No 



APPEAL TO BOARD OP APPEAL 
I hereby appeal to the board of appeal from the aelermination of the local board. 


(D»t«) 


(SUnature of pcirsun appealing) 


(Relatioanhlp to nctstranl, 1. pareDt, employer, appeal 
airent, ale > 


MINUTE OP ACTION BY BOARD OF APPEAL No , COUNTY STATE “ 

The board of appeal classifies the registrant in Class Subdivision by the following vote: Yea No 


(D«te> 


Member. 


APPEAL TO PRESIDENT 

I hereby appeal* to the President from the determination of the board of appeal. 


(Bisoaiure of parwin appeal Qg> fB^Uoni^p U> re^iiSt, i7paraQL7«mpiojv, appe^ 

asical, etc.) __ 


&.U 

MINUTES OF ^HER ACTIONS 

^ t ■< 'if _ . 

— 


* 



— 




lA a a a^BaataT raianaa omaa ■ im !• ItlH I 


< 8 ) 



2. The record of my con virt inns is as follows: 


Omv?-E 

Tutf 

(Month, L>5S, Year) 

Tor kT 

(Namr fukJ k>oaUoo) 

&&NTKNCJL 





- 

- 

■ - 




3. I now being retained in the custody of a court of criminal jurisdiciinn, or otb* r civil authority- 

tarn, am Dot) 

Series XIT. — MILITARY SERVICE (Confidential) 

INSTHUCTIONS — Every registrant who now is or has been a member of the armed forces of the TTiiitcd States shall fU 
in the statements in this series- (Use a separate line for each term of service.) 

My military R<Tvire Iris Ix rn folhuvs: 


Aku OF ?Eji\nrp 

(.\riBy, Nuvj, NaiinUii) (iuard, ric ) 

DaTF or TvT^kT IVTO 

Jc E 

(Muni b, 1 , Year) 

?riTT IV 
PFHVIf e 

1 a, N 

(.p ] 11 F 

( I )11J , ^ 4 jiT/ 

Tv I F or r>tsr ii ahok 
( nf'T'idr.jMf*, 1 livtiMiiorahh-, Fiad 
ConUutt. .\<it )5 -Tit»r dll*', T' rtrh'SUaltM', 

4ir In! rr - j- < f \ ; 











. 



..... 



Series XHI.— PRESENT MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES, CERTAIN OFFICIALS, ETC. 

INSTRUCTIONS. — Every registrant who Is « member of one or more of the groups named in this series shall check the 
appropriate item or items, and shall supply any further information called for under the item or items checked. 

I am at present : 

1. □ A com missioned nfficer, warrant ofhror, pay cleric, nr c*nli.«;trd man of the Repnlar Armv, the Now, the Marine Corps, tljc 

Coast Guard, the Coast and Oecxietic Survey, the Public Health SiTviee. the federally recognized ‘active National Guard, 
the Officers’ Reserve Corps, the Regular Army Reserve, the Enlisted Reserve Cor]»s, the Naval Reserve, the Marine Corps 

Reserve, or the Coast Guard Rcscn,"D; my rank or commission is in the 

(Nanir of service) 

2. D A cadet, United States Military Academy; midshipman, rniled Rtatos Naval Academy ; oadet, United Staf<*s Coast Guard 

Acadein v; man who has l>een accepted for admittance (commencing with the academic year next succeeding such acci plancc) 
to the United States Military Academy as cadet, to the United States Naval Academy as midshipman, or to the United 
States Coast Guard Academy as cadet, and whose acceptance is Btill in effect; cadet of the advanced course, senior 


diviaioD, Reserve OfficerB* Training Corps or Naval Reserve OfTiccre* Training Corps; I am 


or ftoe«pLoJ for odmllUmoe) 


m 


(NuDe of oorps, ftcadomy, etc.) 


(A cadet. mid£hij)mau. 


3. D The Governor of a State or Territory, a member of a legislative l>ody of the United States or of a State or Territorj^ a Judge 
of a court of record of the United States or of a State or Territory or the District of Columbia; my office is: 


REGISTRANT'S STATEMENT REGARDING CLASSIFICATION 

INSTRUCTIONS. — It ia optional with registrant whether or not he fills in this statement, and failure ^o answer shall not con- 
aiitute a waiver of clwm to deferred or other status- The local board is charged by law to determine the classification of the 
regdstr&nt on the basis of the facts before it, which should be taken fully into consideration regardless of whether or not this 
statement is filled in. 

In view of the facte set forth in this Questionnaire it is my opinion that my claasi heat ion should be Class 

The registrant may write in the space below or attach to this page any statement which he believes should be brought to the 
Attenlion of the local board in deteruiining bis classification. 


REGISTRANT'S AFHDAVIT 

INSTRUCTIONS. — 1. Every registrant shall make the registrant’s affidavit, 2- If the registrant cannot read, the questions 
and his answers thereto shall be read to him by the officer who administers the oath. 

StATZ of CODKTT or « 

I. , do solemnly swear (or affirm) 

that I am the reglatrant named and described In the foregoing statementa tn this Questionnaire; that I have read (or have 

( 7 ) 


SerieBVI.—C ^TJPATIONAl EXPERIENCE, QTJALIFICi )NS. AND PREFERENCES 

lNSTRUCTIONS.“-ETftry ic^strant thaD fill in itema 1, 51, and S in tl&ia aeries. . Incinde in iteni 1 any forma] apprentieealiJp 
aenred. Items 4 and & are opUonal and are deaifned to aid the Beemployment Division In raatorina yon to civilian amplomient 
•H6r compietioD of mmt&ry service. 


1. I have also worked at the folloviing occupations other than my present Job, during the past 5 yearat (If none, write •'None.**) 

OrcrrATios 

(Oiv^ full lUto, lor BztuDpIc, lurrvt latbe oprrnior, larmer, etc.) 

Kind oi Wokx Doni 

(Be specUl(>‘^ve i brUr siBlem^at at you/ duiiet) 

YXAftX WoajiED 

From — 

To— 

C_ _ 


10 

10 




10 

10- 

10 

10 



2. My usual occupation, or the occupation fur which I 

trade or profeasion; if eo, I am licensed as 

(For ezvitfile. pllou pbyslcl&u, Avlatvi^lfiat lona/y ei 


3. I licensed In a 

(am, BID not) 


iDBjy eu^iooerj / 


4 I have worked 
6. I prefer the following 


in the following State or States durin^^e past 2 

lowing kind of W'ork:....Vsr.:^.#r>. ^ ^ T r *... ‘f ' 


1 ^ ^ .f / consider accepting a job wWeb would 

(wouJii, vtuuld Dot) 


require i^e to move away from my pTcsent home. 

L 


Series Vll. — FAMILY STATUS AND DEPENDENTS (Confidential except as to names and addresses of claimed 

dependents) 

INSTRUCTIONS. — Every regpstrant shall flU in the statements numbered 1 and 2 In this aeries. 


1. I am Q single. □ wMdower, O divorced. married; I live with my wife; If not» her address 

' (do, do not) 

— ; we were tnarricMi 


(Pvt AD 
Z ID 

is 

0 OfT«Cl ^ 

box) 

at 





^7:r:T&;pc^-yj<^ 


3 / 


^ ir\mat) ^ 


(Dale) 


2. (a) I have — children under IS years of age, (b) Of these children, — ^ with me In my home, 

(Niuuber) (Nuinber) 


INSTRUCTIONS. — Every registrant who lives in a family group and contribute! to the support of that group ahall fill in 
Statement No. 3. “Family group** as used in this statement means two or more persons related by blood, marriage, or adop* 
lion, who live together and who pool all or a substantial part of their individual incomes for their joint support, (Such a group 
may not always include everyone who lives in the same house or eats at the same table. For example, when a registrant and 
his wife and children share a house with other relatives but do not share the income of those other relatives, the family group 
to be hsted here would include only the registrant and his wife and children ) 


The information here given is inteniled to describe only the economic situation of (he family group as It now exists and is 
not inteiuk'd to suggest that by altcniig their present doiiK'btic arriiiigemenls, present depciideuts of the registrant might obtain 
support from other persons who arc not now supporting them. 


3. (q) The following is a list of all members of the family group in which 1 live Gist yourself first): 


NAm« 

6cx 

Aifp ta.<( 
biriijiiay 

RelotloDahtp to me 

Dele I began to oontribuie 
to this {temoD's 5up|k>rt. 
(If not coDUlbuUag, write 
“N. C '•> 

AmooDi tbis per- 
•cm earned by 
work durtuf poEt 
13 montbs 

p'^emr' 

A/aitf 


&tXS 

vxxxzzzz 


(Name of reglitradU * 





CP/a//^e ^ 


JS' 

Aiy/y& 

; > " 
S//t£ e 



A<7. 






^ _ 







(b) 


I 


contributed S 




. during the last 12 months to the support of the above- listed family group. 


(c) Id addition to the earnings shown in table 3 (ub only the following other income was received by members of this 
family group during the 12 mouths. (State ihi' natuic and simrce of every item of income whether In cash 
or othiT things of \ alut . 1 nclude income from projierly, relief payments^ an<l contributions from p<‘rsons out- 

side ihib group. Give name, address, relationship, and age of each jK^rb^JU outside the family group making such 


( 4 ) 


Series Vm.— MINISTER, OR STITOENT PREPARING POR THE MINISTRY 

this retisu^X who i. . minister or a atudent preparinj for the mimstrr ahaU flU u. the,tatemenU in 

"t 


1- (o) 1 — a niioifitcr of religion. 

(Am, Aid not) 


(b) I — cuatomarily serve aa a minister. 

(do. do not) 


Since 


(f) 1 have been a minifitor of the 

(N Amp of spci or (lenominallon) 

(d) I 

(havp, havr not 

by 

(Ecrlrsi-Lsl iPal oflirii) ivrfornimjr Ihp oriiljiationl 

^ a student preparing for the ministry in a theological or divinity school. 


^ — boon formally ordained. If so^ my ordination was performed on 

at 


(Mocib^ day, yaaf) 
(ModUi, day, year) 


(City Arid StAte) 


(am, am iiiii) 

(t) I am attending the 

(N'anu* of ihrtilo^jjchl or divmity school) 

Sijdciiibi’r 10, 1930, and is K>catcd at 


which was established 


(before, liter} 


(i’laoD) 


Series IX.— CITIZENSHIP 

INSTRUCTIONS — Every registrant shall fill in the statements numbered 1, 2, 3, and 4 in this series. 
1. I was h<irn nt 




2. I was horn on ... 


u ^u' 

^ frown > 


(Mnnih) 


(Oaf) 


3. My rare is. White; □ Negro; O Oriental; □ Indian; □ Filipino; Other (specify) 

4.1 

(am. am Dtitt 


(Yiar) 


and 8 


. a citizen of the United States. 

INSTRUCTIONS.— Every registrant who ia not a citizen of the United States ahaU fill in the etatemenU numbered b, 6, 7, 

My Alien Registration No. U. 


5. I a citizen or subject of 

(am. was Ia-ni' (N Amo of country) 

6. My iHriniineul n^sivlcnre has been in the United States since . 


(If now, write ‘'Nopo”) 


(Month) 


7. I 


(Day) 


(Y«r) 


m.vV. hare not)' ■ “ declaration of intention to become a citizen of the United Sutca (first papers). Declaration 

under No 


filed at on 

(PlAoe) (Monib) 


(Day) 


(Tew) 


8. I filed a petition for naturalization {second papers). Petition filed at 

rhavF, have Qot) 


(Plaoo) 


on 


(Moaih) 


(Day) 


(Year) 


Series X.— CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION TO WAR 

INSTRUCTIONS.— Any registrant who, by reason of religiona training and belief, is eonacientionaly opposed to partici- 
pation in war in any form shall sign the statement below requesting a Special Form for Conscientious Objector (Form 47) from 
the local board which must be completed and returned to the local board for consideration. 

By roa..ion of n ligioiis training and liclicf I em conscientiously opjiosed to war in any form and for this reason request that 

the local hoard furuish me a Special Form for Conscientious Objector (Form 47) which I am to complete and return to the 
local board. 


(SigOAture) 


Series XI.— COURT RECORD (Confidential) 


INSTRUCTIONS —Every registrant shall fill in statetneut No. 1. 

1- I — Wcr\ roii%-ictod of a crime, other than minor fraPie violations 

(ha. f, have 


in 


INSTRUCTIONS 
Btatement No. 2, 


—Every registrant who has ever been convicted of a crime, other than minor traffic Tiolatione, shall fill 
listing all convictiona. 


( 6 ) 



S«riM rV^PBSSEHT OCCUPATIOH 0» ACUVTT.— Coatinned 
(c) In my preaeni job, 1 j — 

regular or permanent employee, worldng for aalary, wagee, commiasion, or other compensation; I 

have worked yea^in my present job, and expect to continue indefinitely in it. 

O a temporary or occasional employee; I expect that my present job will end about (d^) 

□ an apprentice under a written or oral agreement with my employer, which expires 

□ an independent worker, working on my own account, not hired by anyone, and not hiring any help. 
D working for my father or for the head of my family, but receiving no pay. 

□ an employer or proprietor hiring — paid workers. . /7 ] 

now’ employed in national- defense work. / ^ y 


(Fnt »n X la 
Otl« box) 


(f) I - 




My erpCer'L 

(Naiuc of 


(y) 


izuUoD or propruMor, oot fur%inuxi oi siij-* fA ijor) 



of pU»oe of employmonl^lrect or R. F, D. rouir, aly, anJ ir-iitc) 

V 

*" (For ciampie Farm, iuri)laDc enjiiiie fkclory. reiaii knij stor*', W. P. A.) 

(h) Other business or w’ork in which 1 am now' engaged is ..v- ‘ “V 

' ' (If noiio, wriLt! Nodo ) 


whose buBinesa is 


m‘?TP.rCTIONS —If vnur employer believes that you are a necessary man in a necessary occupation, it is his duty to fill out 
Form 4'JA reouestine your deferment. You may also attach to this page any further statement by yourself wliicb you thiiA lUa 
local board should consider in determining your classification. Such statement wiU then become a part of the Questionnaire. 

3 If you arc not now working, attach to this page a etalement (o) giving the reasons for your uneniiiIoymcTit,w-hen it bi'gaii. and 
when you cxia-cl to be able to nsuiiie your work, aud (b) supiilying .subst initially the same luforii.alioii regarding your laat job 
as U required in Items 2 (a) to 2 (/) above. 

4. (al (If a student) I am majoring in preparing for ^ooiupkii.in oj pm^lenT 


at 


(b) I expect to complete this training on 


(Name and address of scho<J or college) 
(Dale) 


(c) I — in tend to take an cxamlnoi^ 

(do, do Dot) 


tion for license in Date of examination 

(PTLi^-s510n) 

INSTRUCTIONS — A student who believes that he should be placed in Class II because preparing for a necessary occupation 
thoold see that the head of his school files with the local board the necessary supporting evidence. 

Series V.— AGRICUITITRAL OCCUPATIONS 

INSTRUCTIONS. — Every registrant who works on a farm shall fill in this series, in addition to filling in Series IV and VL 

1. I work on or oj>crate a farm as — 

□ sole owner of the farm. 

O joint owner with 

□ hired manager 

□ cash tenant or renter., 

□ standing rent tcnaDt— . 

□ share cropjxjr - 

D share tenant 

D wage hand (hired man). 

O unpaid family worker. 

2 I have been engaged in farm work for years. 3- I live on the farm with which 1 am connected. 

(do, do not) 

4 I actually and personally responsible for the operation of the farm on which I work. 

(im. am not) 


(Name) 


(Address) 


OFni on 
X kn 
Ihe 

correct 

box) 


My agreement (if any) expirca - - 

(Mooib) (Day) 


(Yaw) 


NaiDes of Cro()s 

Acres Dcvoied to Ettcb 

Kiods of Livestock 

Numbw of F.arh Now 
on Farm 













- 


6 The number of people who work on this farm is-. of whom ^ — arc hired hands. 

^ * (Number) (Nunilxir) 

7. Other facts which I consider necessary to present fairly the farming or farm work 1 have described and my connection with 
it as a ground for classification arc (if none, write “None") — 


(?) 




STATEMENTS OF THE REGISTRANT 


Series I.— IDENTIFICATION 

INSTRUCTIONS. — Every registra.Dt shaU fill in aU stateraenu in »hi» series. 

1. My name is i print) _ _ 

iKijvr nan^ej (Middle name) 

2, In addition to the name given above, I have also been kuov^m by the name or names of 

HJUu iii^ rilo 









3. My residence now is ^ ^ ^ ^ 

S / 

(Towih— jr iiy, tuuTj, or village^ 


(iU^mliCT and .‘•irtot ur K. F, D. muip 

C y^<P£’/^S 



(Number) 


/^/rvr 


4. My tclrjihidK' nuinbiT now is 

^T<^n) (Eirbanpci 

5- My Social Security number is 

y ^ (H Done, wnic ‘*Ni dc") 

6. I was - \ tur.- of agi* un rn> l.i.'t hirfhdav. 


(State) 

(If you have no phuDc, write “None") 


Series H.— PHYSICAL CONDITION (Confidential) 

INSTRUCTIONS. — Every registrant shall flU in all statements in this aeries. 

1. To the best of my knouleilgc, I physical or menial defects or diaeaacs. If so. they are 

(bare, have no) 


2 . 

(am. am not) 
flind it is located at 


(List defects or diseasts here) 
nmatc of an institution. If ao, its name ia 


(Name of boepltai, prison, or other institution) 


(Ohre address) 

Series m. — EDUCATION 

INSTRUCTIONS. — Every registrant sball fill in all statetnents in tl>i« series. 

1. I have completed . years of elementary school and . years of high school. 

(Numbof) (Number) 

2. I have had the following schooling other than elementary and high school (if none, write “None’O: 


NacEtf of Vocatiooa) fk±ool, CoUese, or Uoiverxity 

Course of Study 

Leofth of Time Atteoded 






• 





3. I — ^,-£7— read and write the English language. 

(a»D, cannot) 

Series IV.— PRESENT OCCUPATION OR ACTIVITY 

INSTRUCTIONS. — Every registrant shall fill in No. 1 of this aeries; every registrant now at work shall fiD In No. ft; every 
registrant now unemployed shall answer No. 3; and every registrant who is now a student, whether or not he also has a job. shall 
mi in No. 4. 

1. 1 am now working at the job described under No. 2 below. 

(i>Bt an X Q unemployed for the reasons and under the clrcumstancefl destribed in zny answer to No. 3 below, 
la ooe box) q ^ gludcDt puTBUiDg the oouTse of study described under No. 4 below. 

2. (a) The job I am now working at is (give full title, for example: Construction draftsman, turret-lathe operator, stationary 

engineer, farm laborer, prosecuting attorney, physics teacher, policeman, marriage- license clerk, etc.): 

(b) I do the following kind of work in my present job (be specific — give a brief statement of your duties): 



(c) I have had years experience in this kind of work. 

(d) My average — eamings in my present job are I - , (ConfldeniiaL) 

(wMkJy. moDttiIy,’'simusl) 

( 2 ) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




WeanVo.1 

THIS CASE OltlOINATED AT 


MAOKAT 


LOS ANGELES 


NE^ YORK 


65-5125 


DATKWMIN IMOC 


10/20/50 


nmiooroffi * 

WHICH MADS ^ /2 5 ^ 


29j10/3,5, -ILLIA».I J. 7^ILKINS0N, JR. 


OSCAR JO! 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


HiHaGO, ira. 


ESPIONAGE - R 


ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 




Davidson Brick Company contacted regarding letter 
frcm subject. No pertinent information developed, 
JULES KORCHIEN admitted acquaintanceship with VAGO 
since late 1930 's. Denied any knowledge of VAGO’S 
participation in espionage, Communist Party activ- 
ities or membership. Denied kiKyledge of subject’s 
illegal residence in U, S. peiief saw VAGO 

in company with LOUIS GIBARTI and JACOB GOLOS, New 
York City, between 19 3U and 1936 on several occasions 
but no knowledge subject member cf Communist Party or 
Subject's connections with GIRARTI and GOLOS. Other 
informants unable to effect identification. 


'/o 


DETAILS: 


AT LOS ANGELES, C-'iLIFORNIA 


?^r. S^^OCjGEN, General Manager, Davidson Brick Company, U701 Floral 
Drive, Los Arigeles, advised SA 'ItAYNE J. MORRISON^and the writer that he had 
received a letter frcan the subject on September 25, 1950 in which the subject 
requested the company to send him a copy of their puljlication entitled "Steeltyd 
Brick Masonry." This letter contained no other information and no indication 
that the subject was plarming to leave the country. COGCSN advised this 
publication had been recommended ty AIA and that 'it has to do with the structural 
quality of brick and brick engineering. He advised that they received request^ . 
for this book from people all over the country and if the person rf questing fj \ 
it seems to be one who has need for and will use the publication, and if the 
party resides ‘outside of California, he notifies them that upon the remi ttancyT* 


approved and 
FORWARDED: 


•pbciai. AMNTP 

' MCHAftai 
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of $1»50 lie irill send them the publication. COGGEN stated this booklet 
contains no restricted literature and that any qualified engineer could fig- 
ure the structural formula. 


COGQEN caused a record search to be made of the correspondence 
file and advised they had had no previous correspondence from the subject. 

JULES^ORCHIEN was inteanriewed at his home, l6560 Chattanooga 
Place, Pacific Palisades, on October 5j 1950 by SA3 EVROLD F. DODGE cind 
GILMER G. ROBINSON. 


KORCHIEN advised that he first met VAGO in the late 1930*3 irhile 
living in Washington, D.C. KORCHIEN said he could not recall the exact 
time, but that it was probably in 1938 or 1939 and he believed the intro- 
duction occurred in connection with union activities as both were members 
of the Federation of Architects, Engineers, Chemists and Technicians. 

KORCHIEN stated that he had definitely not been introduced, nor 
did he know VAGO prior to this time. He advised that his friendship with 
VAGO was casual and that he recalls having visited him on several occasions. 
KORCHIEN stated that these visits were of a social nature. 

KORCHIEN related that he returned to New York a short time 
thereafter and that his contact with VAGO was only on infrequent occasions. 
KORCHIEN recalled having visited Vj\Gp,^t his htmie only once. He recalled 
that he recommended VAGO to AjBRAHAli^(^OTH?>tAN in connection with a part time 
job with the Rufert Chemical Company. K(KICHIEN stated that this was prior 
to the time that the Abraham Brothman and Associates was formed and it was 
KORCHIEN* S opinion that VAGO had not known BROTHMAN before this occasion. 

KORCHIEN was asked if he could furnish any additional infozmation 
regarding VAGO'S association with ABRAHAM BROIHMAN and KORCPJIEN advised that 
he could not. 


KORCHIEN denied having any knoirledge that VAGO was a member nf 
the Ccmmunist Party. He denied having ary kno\7ledge that VAGO ever dis- 
tributed the Dally Worker while VAGO or himself were associated with the 
Abraham Brothman and Associates, and further denied aiy knowledge that VAGO 
was active in the Communist Party or Conmunist Party activities. KORCHIEN 
said that his discussions with VAGO were confined to conversations having 
to do with the war and current events. KORCHIEN irould not elaborate further. 

KORCHIEN denied having ary knoivledge that VAGO or ary member of 
Abraham Brothman and Associates were engaged in espionage activities for the 
Russian Government or ary foreign power. KORCHIEN was questioned at length 
regarding VAGO'S Illegal residence in the United States and KORCHIEN 




• » 



V 


I' 

f 


i 

i 






t 



stated he did not have any knowledge that VAGO was ever in the United States 
illegally and further that VAGO had never at any time discussed this matter 
with him* 


K(^CHIEN stated that after he left Abraham Brothman and Associates 
in 19h$ that he, KOBCHIEN, only saw VAGO a few times. He stated that VAGO 
contacted him telephonically sometime later at irtiich time they had a dis- 
cussion regarding the financial difficulties of the Abraham Brothman Company 
2 ind the trouble that VAGO was having in getting his salary* However, 
KORCHIEN advised that he declined to become involved in the matter. 


KORCHIEN said sometime in 19li8 he saw VAGO briefly at which time 
VAGO solicited his assistance in obtaining a job. KORCHIEN advised that he 
had no knowledge that VAGO had planned to leave the United States. He 
stated that he had not corresponded with VAGO since leaving New York and 
that he had no knowledge regarding VAGO'S plans. 

A photograph of the subject was erfiibited t<j*T-lJor known reli- 
ability, who advised that he did not >nio\7 the subject's name, but feels 
that he i^ quite sure that he had seen him in the company of LOUIS GIEiRTI 
and JACOB G0LOS in New York City between 19 3U and 1936 on several occasions. 
He stated- that he did not know whether the subject was a member of the 
Communist Party or whether the occasions he had seen the subject with 
GIELRTI and GOLOS jKjCfe in any 'way connected with the affairs of the Com- 
munist Party. ^-rfxlS^er stated that he could not recall the particular 
dates, times, or places when he had seen the subject in New York. He 
stated that although the subject’s appearance was familiar to him from the 
photograph, that he would be unable to make a positive identification. 

(j-^^entified LOUIS^jilBARTI as coming to the United about 

1928 as a " sub-eemi n tern" agent, having been assistant to lVILLIE)(f^NZEBERG 
in Germany. set up"^ the Workers ^temational Relief and: other 

fronts for the Communist Party of 'a 'cultural' natiu«i“' 




identified JACOBzuQLOS as a member of the Control Canal sslon. 
Communist U.S.A., and a^ member of the Hungarian Bureau, Communist 

Party, IL S7£u^e was attached to the staff of.JJjelone, a I^garlan news- 
paper. Ij-^iwthcr stated that GOLOS, CHA.RLE^ffiIRBA and JA^PETERS headed 
the un^rground apparatus of the American CommAilst Party. ^ 


^t' s photograph was displayed to(^2 and T-3, both of known 
reliability' Tlnh'no identification was effected. 



PENDING 

- 3 - 




f 


LA 6$-512J 
LEADS: 


0 


0 




^ accordance with Bureau instructions, one copy of this report 
is being forwarded the Washington Field Office and San Francisco Office for 
information purposes. 

# 

LOS ANGELES OFFICE: 

At s , California : Will report the results of tiie inter- 

view withl T-iytmiaV^labie for Interview until the end of the month. 


U 

-h- 
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';■ './•’ : * :« IMFOTMANT 1>A(® 

it ^ I^i 

5. c ., 

PAUL MICHAEL CROUCH, who was interviewed by SA H. RAHLINS CWERTON 
on October 3, 1950* 



REFERENCEt New. York teletype dated September 21, 1950 

Now York letter to the Bureau dated September 20, 1950 
MlanLi letter to the Bureau dated September 26, 1950 
New York teletype to the Bureau dated October U, 1950. 
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HCUA records list OSCAR VAGO as ^ (/ 

member of AaericBn League for Peace 
and Democi^^. informants state 

VAGO was membez^ashlngton Conmittee ^»,-p 

for Democratic Action^Washington '■'"TFJ 

Bookshop Associationi&ashington llj«r eut*™ 

CoimnittM for Aid to ^ina, FAECT StCIFT ^ a»»» 

and that VAGO’s name appeared on an OTHHWISB 
alleged list of members of under- 
ground Soviet espionage organisa-^^^^MA^^^^MgS 
ti^ (NKVD) in a gen cies of United^*^^^^^^^2^S^ 
aptes • Go vemmen^nK NS records 
f^lect VAGO lasTf^ered United 
States January 12, 1933; naturalized f 

September 29> 1938, SDUT, State jutpcppIwE AGEWCIES 
Passport records negative. Nei^- ^yi FIELW^'^PICES 
borhood investigation reflects resi-ju>viSED iv routihG . 
dence at 6323 Luzon Avenue, N. W., fr.Tp^cyiy /* lAAM 
from October 1, 1938, to June 30, 

1939; 4117 4th Street, North, Arling- ( \> 

ton, Virginia, from July 24, 1939, 

to May 31 , 1941 , when forwarding 

address was given as 66-07 99th 1 ' 

Street, Rego Paric, Long Island, New // 

Yoric. VAGO resigned position with 
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FBr* This confidential report and {^contents are loaned to you by the 


wo 65-5598 



QM« War Department , effective 
June 26, 1941. CUIEE VAGO 
entered United States March 26, 
1926 ; naturalized Novemberl9, 
1931 . Passport issued CLAI^ 
VAGO J\ine 21, 1932, for one year 
travel to visit relatives. 


- P - 


DETAILSt 


AT WASHINGTON. D, C. 


The House Committee on Un-American Activities Hearings, under 
the date of October 25, 1939, (Volume X, page 6414), lists as a member of 
the American League for Peace and Democracy, under ^easury Department 
Snplcyees, Procurement Division, Engineer, the name of OSCAfi Ly^VAGO of 
6323 Luzon Avenue, R, W, ^ 

■ iConfidential In^rmant T-^ of knovm reliabil^y, stated that 
in 1941 , the name of OSCAR Jll^AGO, All? 4th Street, North, Arlin^on, 
Virginia, (CH-1946), was contained in a '^Members List”— 3 by 5 index card 
system of the Washington Comnittee for Democratic Action* 
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Confidential Informant T-^ of known reliabilit 7 , advised in the 
spring of 1944* that the name, OSCAE^JOHN VAQO, followed hy the date, 

July 25> 1940, 4117 4th Street, North, Arlington, Virginia^ was among the 
list of enired members of the Washington Bookshop Association. 

I Co nfidential Informant T-S,! of known reliability, advised that 
the date, July 25 > 1940, referred td^he last payment of 4|ies to the 
Washington Bookshop Association. 






mi 


he last payment of 4^es to the 


Confidential Informant T-|, of known reliability, advised in 
1941« that contained on the membership list of the Washington Conialttee 
for Aid to China was the name OSCAR VAGO, 4117 4th Street, North, Arlington, ( 
Virginia. 


TOe Feder 


TOe Federation of Architects, Engineers, Chemists, and Techni- 
cians edition of the CIO November 28, 1940, (Volume III, 


No. 48), revealed that OSCAB^vAGO was secretaty of the National Legislative 
Bureau of the FAECT at Washington, D. C.; further, that communications to 
this legislative bureau were to be addressed to VAGO at 4117 4th Street, 
North, Arlington, Virginia. , \ 


\ Confidential Informant T-^^of known reliability, advised that on 
page 2387^^ the Hearings before the House Comnittee on Un-American Activi- 
ties, 77th Congress, S^dwd Session, Executive Volume V, reflected the testi- 
mony in part of EENJAMIIMkA^EL before the Connlttee on August 7y 1941* The 
witness, HANDEL, who had been engaged at the time for a number of years in 
research on matters pertaining to the Conmunlst Party and its activities and 
workings, introduced into his testimony a prepared list showing the member- 
ships, the affiliations, and the associations of common cause on a united 
front, concerted line of action by members and officials of the Washington 
Ceiialttee for Aid to China, especially in the organizations being known as 
Communist or Communist front organizations. 

IJ^) 

\ Confidential Informant t-jy of Known reliability, noted that this 
list eont^Xned the following infordStion relative to OSCAR J. VAGO, 4117 
4th Street, North, Arlington, Virginia: "Engineer, Treasuiy Department, 
■ember Washington Bookshop, member Washington Conmittee for Democratic 
Action, member American League for Peace and Democracy, and a member of the 
Washington Comnittee for Aid to China." 


V5/^f know 
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This same Infomant further advised that under date of April 25^ 
1940) the Informant hcui been advised that OSCAH J. VAGO was Chairman of the ' 
Education Administrative Committee. D. C* Chapter 14 of FASCT* 

A 

The foregoing information was obtained from Confidential Informant 
Special Agent CHRISTOPHER J. PAPPIANOU, 

/^nfldential Informant T-oy Rtown reliability, advised that the 
name of OS^AR J. VAGO appeared on an alleged list of names of persons in the 
underground Soviet espionage organization (NKVD) in agencies of the United 
States Gorerruaent. This Informant had no additional identifiable information 
concerning the OSCAR J. VAGO just mentioned. 


The American League for Peace and Democracy, Washington Conmlttee 
for Democratic Aetionj and Washington Bookshop Association, mentioned herein, 
are all organizations tdilch have been designated by the Attorney General 
as iiAiKbd^'With^ the provisions of Executive Order 9d35» ^nd as Commtinlst 
organizations. nX) 


J. R. TURNER, Clerk, General Services Administration, Inactive 
Files, Rocxm 501, 1900 E Street, N. W», Washington, D. C., made available the 
personnel file concerning OSCAR J(^ VAGO, which reflected the following 
information: - 


VAGO entered bn duty as an Associate Structural Engineer, Treasury 
Department, Procurement Division, 9th and D Streets, S. W., Room 662 on 
Jt^ 25, 193 d.- On this date, VAGO filed an application for his position 
wherein he listed his then present address as 25 Sickles Street, New York, 
New York; tel^^one, LO-7-6519* Also in the application, VAGO listed the 
name of EDMUN^^WpiKLER, 2644 5Gth Street, Astoria, Long Island, New York, as 
his brother-in-law and relative who worked in the Government, Post Office 
Department. It is to be noted that VAGO on August 4, 193d» filed an affi- 
davit as to members of family In Goveivnent service and listed the above 
mentioned WINKLER«|^^ 

VAGO listed the following references in bis application: 

MARGAREN^HLAUCH, 2 Horatio Street, New York, New York; 

occupationSfsacher, New York University. 

KARY Rm^d^EL, 22 West 76 th Street, New York, New York; 

. occupatlcni^««h{|^ school teacher. New York, New York* 
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Dr, LDCI 
New Tork 


^dimerlik. 


2259 37th Street, Long Island City, 


to August 1938, VAGO executed a Personal Ristoiy Statement 
for the Teasury Department, listing his then present address as 2114 
Huldekoper Place, Washington, D. C, It is to be noted that in this 
statement, VAGO continued to list his wife at 25 .Slc^^s Street, New York, 

New York, Also on August 4, 1938, VAGO took his Odth of Office for Govern'* 
ment employment, 

VAGO’s personnel file revealed that he was reappointed, effective 
July 1, 1939, to a position of Associate Structural Engineer. Under date 
of August 17, 1939, Y. C. BROOKS is listed as Chief of the Section wherein 
OSCAR VAGO was eii9>loyedo On October 14, 1939, VAGO was advised that 
because of a decrease In appropriations It had became necessary to decrease 
a number of employees and he was to be terminated at the expiration of 
annual leave available to him after November 15, 1939, VAGO's file reflected 
his address on November 15, 1939, as 2844 50th Street, Woodslde, Long Island, 
New York, His services were discontinued with the Public Buildings Adminis- 
tration, Federal Works Agency, ‘at the close of business on Deeead>er 1, 1939* 

It was noted that the file reflected letters directed to VAGO as late 
December 15, 1939, ftt 4117 4th Street, North, Arlington, Virginia. 

The records of the Inmlgratlon and Natciralizatlon ^eirvlee, 19th 
and East Capitol Streets, reflect that OSCAR JOHN VAGO, aka OSZKAR VAGO 
filed an application for Immigration Visa with the American Consiilate at 
Budapest, Hungary, on December 27, 1932, The Imnlgratlon and Naturalization 
Service file reflected VAGO's port of embarkation as Genoa, Italy, and des- 
tination, care of his wife, 4144 44th Street, Long Island City, New York, In 
the application, he had stated that he resided in Budapest from birth until 
1925$ in New York, New York, from 1925 until 1926; and again in Budapest, from 
1928 until 1932, He entered the port of New York on January 12, 1933, ' on the 
S,S, Conte de Savoia, It is to be noted that the application for Imaigration 
Visa reflected VAGO apparently entered the United States in 1925, However, 
the records of this entry were siibt in the INS file, t^Cj 

On April 14, 1933, VAGO filed a Declaration of Intention No, 47635 
in Queens Cotmty, New Yorkj giving his address as 22-81 37th Street, Long 
Island City, New York, \ 
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A Petition for Citizenship was filed on May 31> 1^8, at which time 
VAGO resided at 25 Sicj^s Avenuoj New York, New York. Witnesses to the 
Petition were JOSEI^[p^Sl(NKI£R, housewife, 2644 58th Street, Woodside, 

New York, and 1£S] 



alter of 416 Fort Washington Avenue, New York. 


A Certificate of Citizenship No. 4320335 was Issued on September 
29, 1938, to VAGO in the Southern District of New York. Kls address at this 
time was 25 Sickles Avenue, New York. The INS file contained photographs 
taken in 1932, 1933, and 1938.v^^ 

■ t 

Special Agent (SORGB'DUFTY checked the records of the Passport 
Dlvlsldll, State Department, ^d was Informed there was no record of a paes- 
pojrt having been Issued to OSCAH JOHN VAGO. (wl 

6323 Luzon Avenue. N» W. 

Apartment 106 

HISS ELIZABETH SCHROTH, care of Shannon and Luchs Campany, I505 H 
Street, N. W., advised that the rental records reflected that OSCAR JOHN 
VAGO was a tenant at the above address from October 1, 1938, until. June 30, 
1939. HISS SCHROTH said the old rental applications for this building had 
long since been destroyed and the above was the only information she could 
furnish. 

17 4th Street. Worth. Arlington. Virginia 
Bucklnfdiaia) 




HRS. E. PH lTiJp a, Business Office, Buckln^am, North Glebe Road, 
advised that the rental records reflected that OSCAR JOHN VAGO was a tenant 
of record from July 24, 1939, until Kay 31, 1941, having come from 6323 
Luzon Avenue, N. W. His forwarding address was 66-07 99th Street, Porest 
BlUs, Long Island. MRS. PHTIJ.TPS stated VAGO, In his application, gave as 
a bank reference. Die American Security and Trust Company, Southwest Branch, 
Washington, D. C. MRS. PHILLIPS also stated that an inquiry had been re- 
ceived from the Gresham Management Co., Inc., 18 East 4^h Street, New York, 
New York, for a rental reference. It is to be noted that OSCAR JOHN VAGO 
was arrested Septeniber 28, 1950, in front of 18 East 4dth Street, and he was 
enplcyed by the Carol Management Corporation, 12 East 48th Street 
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MSS. MALCOLM P. BRCMN of Ul? 4th Street, North, Arlington, 
Virginia, advised that she had never heard of OSCAR JOHN VAGO and to her 
knowledge, there had been no one living at that address since 1941 under 
that name* 

/^Tnfidential Informant T-^^Riom reliability, advised in 
Deceoiber, 1941) that VAGO had resigned his position in the Quartermaster 
Corps, War Department, effective June 26, 1941* 


CLAIRaStAGO. nee ELara OleaTfeiszmann . 
aka, Clara Olgar^itaissinann, ltrs^,_Qacar 
Johffyaijo ? 

The records of the Innlgration and Naturalization Service reflect 
that CLAIRE VAGO filed an application for Innlgration Visa (Quota) with the 
American Consulate in Budapest, Hungary, on November 26, 1925) under the 
name KLARA OLGA WBISZMANN, In^^e application she noted J^hat she was 
traveling with her mother HANNP^|(^5ZHANN, and that her failfiei^, KARQ U 
|y!I3ZHAM N)i . was residing at 109 West 84th Street, Mew York, New York, Her 
poirt of embarkation was to be Cherbourg, The records indicated she arrived 
at the port of New York, March 26, 1926, on the S,S. Berengaria.l 

On September 25) 1926, she filed a Declaration of Intention in 
Queens Coimty, New York, under the name CLARA OLGA WEISSMANN, listing her 
occupation as painter-artist; residence, 340 Ditmars Avenue, Astoria, Long 
Island, New York, New York. On March 31, 1931, she filed a Petition for 
Citizenship under the name CLAIRE VAGO of 2281 37th StiMpt, Long Island 
City, New York, Witnesses to the Petition werQvNICHOLASSJAMBOE of 203 
West 117th Strejgt), New York, New York, and ROSA^INQEI, 1432 25th Avenue, 
Astoria, C^RLE^^ISISMAN, 2281 37th Street, Long Island City, New York, and 
RAYMOND LT^'^I^MAN, 672 Second ^Avenue, New York, New Yoz4c, On November 19) 
1931) Certificate of Citizenship Mo, 3469991 was issued in Queens County 
under the name of CLAIRE VAGO of 22-81 31th Street, Long Island City, New 
York, The INS files contain 1925 and 1935 photographs of CLAIRE VAG0,|%/i_^ 

The passport records of the State Department reflect a passport 
application, dated November 21, 1932, by CLAIRE VAGO of 4144 44th Street, 
Long Island City, New York, CLAIRE VAGO in the application stated she was 




goini; travel for one year In Italy, Tugoslavla, Austria, and Hungary, 
visiting relatives. In the explication, CLAIRE VACSO listed her occupation 
as private secretary and requested that the passport be mailed In care of 
CORNELIDS^HX of 4144 44th Street, Long Island City, New Tork. On November 
22, 1932/ rassport No. 565752 was Issued to CLAIRE VAGO.y^) 

On December 17, 1932, at the American Consulate, Budapest, 

Rxingary, CLAIRE VAGO filed an application for registration, stating that 
she Intended to return to the United States in one month. 


. PENDING - 
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David Bloom 

4TM Henderson Road 

Arlington. Virginia 

. f 

MRS. E. raiLLIPS^ Business Office, Buckingham, vhen Interviewed 
concerning OSCAR JCSiNyVAGO, a former tenant of Buckln^am, advised that 
VAGO had listed DAVfjih^OOM of 4141 Henderson Road as a reference in his 
rental application. MR^ PHILLIPS stated that according to her files, 
BLOCM was no longer a tenant and that she was unable to locate any recoi*d 
concerning him. She further explained that the present files do not date ■ 
back beyond 1942 and that it was unustial in finding the file concerning 
VAGO.^'^ 

The records of the House Committee on Un-American Activities, 
under date October 25, 1939t Hearings (Volume X, page 6414) j reflect that 
DAVID BLOOM of 4141 Henderson Road, en^loyed as a Structural Engineer, 
Trrasury Department, Public Buildings Administration, was a member of the 
American League for Peace and Democracy. \ 

T. N. STAPLETON, Assistant Director, Patrol Division, Dupont 
Company, in Jtine, 1942, made available to Special Agent LINDSEY HATCHETT 
records of that company idiich reflected that DAVID BLOOM was employed on 
April 1, 1940, in the Engineering Department of the Design Division as 
a Draftsman; further, that BLOOM was bom October 2S, 1908; was a graduate 
of the University of Pennsylvania where he obtained B.S. and C.E. ' Degrees 
in 1929* The Dupont records further reflected previous employment with 
the War Department, Coast Geodetic Survey, and Public Buildings Administra* 
tion, Washington, D. C. It was further noted that BLOOM worked for the 




Russian Sorlet Government In Moscow, Russia, from May until August of 1932. 
nie nilladelphla Office advised In January, 1943 « that DAVID BLOOM was 
living at 107 Brlarcllffe Road, Upper Darby, Pennsylvania. 

On Maryi 6, 1946, under the surveillance of Special Agent JOSEPH 
P. GARVEf, JULE^^^RCHI£31 departed from New York, New York, at 9*35 p.m., 
and proceeded fay Pehnsylvanla Railroad to Wilmington, Delaware, >d)ere he 
was observed entering an automobile bearing Delaware License No. 3B937> 
which was listed to DAVID BLOOM, Appletree Road and Orchard Road, A^en, 
Delaware. It is to be noted that JULES KOI^HIEN was at one time a National 
Officer of the Federation of Architects, Engineers, Chemists, and Techni- 
cians. It is to be further noted that OSCAR VAGO was the Secr^ta^ of the 
National Legislative Bureau of the FAECT and that ;one SILVESTERl¥)^ALTER, 
employed by the Ihipont CcHii|>any, Wilmington, Delaware, as an Architectural 
Draftsman, advised that in 1939. DAVID BLOOM became President of the CIO, 
FAECT, Local 25. 

On March 12, 1946, ^l^he Balt^ore Office advised that Delaware 
License No. 3S937 was Issued DAVID./KiOQM, an engineer employed by 
the Dupont Company, Room 11494j Nemour^ Building, Wilmington, Delaware. 

The Baltimore Office further advised that there was a strong presumption 
of Coomunlst activities by BLOOM although there was no definll^ proof he 
was a Communist Party member; further, that his wife, HILARI|mwE INST EIN ^ 
iLOOM^ was genercdly regarded as an active Party member althoi^ no proof 
known to exist as to her membership. 

Oscar John Vago ^ 

tr ..1 

[Confidential Inforaant known t^lablllty, advised that 

on DecembeP~8, 1945) OSCAR JOHNTAGO and one RO^^OHNSON were engai^ in a 
conversation, at which time JOHNSON said he had teen busy in camp (believed 
apparently to be an Amy ean^), learning riot control, and how to break 
strikes. VAGO stated that that was very Interesting and JOHNSON told VAGO 
that he had sent this information to the right people after which VAGO 
remarked that J(BNS0N was right, that the boys were learning riot controls 
in camps, nie identity of ROY JOHNSON, who conversed with VAGO, is not 
known other than there is a ROT JOHNSON who signed a 1942 Communist Party 
Nomihatlon Petition in the State of New York, and whose address at the time 
was 1522 Pacific Street, Brooklyn* 


V was 
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Confidential Infoznna^ T-7> on December 28, 19U5, advised that an 
Individual,^ Identified only comaunlcated with VAGO and informed 

him that he was mrried because' he was being investigated by a man who 
claimed to be a Lieutenant in the counter-intelligence corps* VAGO was 
said to have expressed amazement *that they still persist in investigating." 
BEN requested VAGO to get some impoz*tant person who could do something about 
it, and indicated that he had been in the Amy as a Staff Sergeant and that 
there was something in his past i^ich apparently had not been forgotten* 
BBN'dndlcated that the inquiries about which he was worried %rare being made 
in Japw. VAGO suggested that Bpi go to the Lawyers^Guild or go to see 
KARTfl^^^^^ER, described by VAGO as a "big shot 


n, dat^ be 


The New Tork Office in a eomnunicatlon, datea December lU, 19A5> 
advised that during investigation conducted concerning A* BROTHMAN and 
Associates at the National City Bank, a reference for the Associates had 
been offered as the Com Exchange Bank ahd^ Trust CoiiQ)any, Forest Hills 
Branch, wherein OSCAR VAGO had an account* ABRAHAM BROTHMAN was the prln- 
pal of the above Associates and has-been recently Indicted in New York on 
charges of obstruction of justice 


er 13, 


By letter dated September 13, 1950, a stop was placed with the 
Passport Division of the State Department on OSCAR JOHN VAGO. On September 
20, 1950, an outgoing stop on VAGO was placed with the Collector of 
Customs 


t'. 

€r^ He 


TURN01, Clerk, General Services Administration, Inactive 
Piles, Room 501, 1900 E Street, N. W*, Washington, D. C*, made available the 
personnel file of OSCAR JOHN VAGO which has been photostated and copies of 
>diich were furnished to the New York Office on SeptenAier 26, 1950* 


opies 

f) 


The information concerning the PAECT on page 3 of this report was 
taken from the report of Special Agent EDWARD J. GREENWALD, dated September 
28, 1942, at New Tork, New York, entitled, "COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
FEDERATION OF ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, CHEMISTS, AND TECHNICIANS, CIO, INTER- 
NAL SECURITY - Z*» m 
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ADMINIETRATIVE 


Joseph 'Zkllcin 


The House Comalttee on Un-Aaerlean Activities Hearings, under date 
of October 25» 1939* (Volume X, page 6414) > lists as a member of the American 
League fon Peace and Oeniocrae 7 « • dnder- Treasur 7 Department Employees, the name 
of JOSE^^^ZAUdN, 6323 Luson Avmue, N* W« It is to be noted that OSCAR 
VAGO*s jwn^^ppaared on this same listing and that VAGO in 1939 was living 
at this «ame address. The American League for Peace and Democracy is a 
Coonunist organization according to designation by the Attorney General, under 
Executive Order 9^35* 

The information furnish^ byj Confidential Informant T-^nias obtained 
by SpecleJ. Employee JAMES M. COMMCG. ^ 


Investigation in this matter wm predicated i^n the following infor- 
mation received from T- 8 . • c . '.:.- fj 

T- 8 . oT^nawn reliability, sta^.that it had 
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HEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 

AT NEW YORK CITY 


Will funilah a i^otograph and description of OSCAR JOHN VACO to 
the Detroit Office for displf^ to WILLIAM O'DELL NOWELL in order 
to determine if he ie known to NOWELL* Thle request was made 
by New York letter to WFO under date of September 20, 1950. 
NOWELL is presently living in Detroit. 


Will at the Com Exchange Bank and Trust CoiqMiQr, Forest Hills 
Branch, conduct investigation to determine whether VACO has an 
account there and if possible, will place a stop on his account 
in the event he closes it* 


DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 


AT DETROIT. MICHIGAN 


Will dispLay a photograph of OSCAR JOHN VAGO to WILLIAM O'DELL 
NOWELL when a photograph is received from the New York Office. 


WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 




AT WASHINGTON. D, C. 


Will endeavor to further identify JOSEPH ZAl^IN, 6323 Luzon Avenue, 
N. W., tdio, in October, 1939f is listed trith the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities as a member of the American League for 
Peace and Democracy < 


vities 


Will conduct investigation in the following places to determine 
VAGO's contacts and associates %diile he was in Washlngtont 


2114 Huldekoper Place, N. W.j 6323 Luzon Avenue, N. W. 

Interview MRS* H. WOLQUITT, Apaid^ment 205, idio has been described 
as a long-time resident. 




Locate and interview T. C* BROOKS, former (^ief of VAGO, in 
Treasuzy Department, Procurement Division* \tL\ 





# •- 
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seW 


Locate and Inteirvlew MR. CHARLES W. BARBER ^ former Aselstant 
Chief, Treaeiuy Department, Procurement Division, who at one 
time stated he believed OSCAR VAGO mii^t possibly be engaged 
. in subversive activities. YQ? 

Information copies of this report have been desig^^l|d^pr I 
certain offices in accordance with Bureau instructions in^E^Biatters. 
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INFORKANTS 


f ^ 


V ’ 


T-1 


T-2 


T-3 

T-4 


T-5 

T-6 

T-7 

T-8 




in report of 

Special Age^^||||H^m^nated~JuIy 16> 1941* 
Washington, D. C., entitled, "WASHINGTON COMMITTEE 
FOR AID TO CHINA, INTERNAL SECUHITI - C." 

CItLI Service Comnisslon. 


G-2. 






EEFERENCESt NFO taletTpef dated September B, 1950# 

Bureau teletype dated September 11, 1950. 
WFO letters, dated September 19, 20, 1950. 
WFO teletypes, dated September 20, 22, 1950. 
WFO letter, dated September 26, 1950. 

WFO letter, dated October 4, 1950* 
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UNITED STALES GOVERNMENT 
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noM t C* E. HennrlchO 
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A. tOBJBCT; OSCAR JOHN TAGO 

ESPIOKAGE - R 

' PORPOSE: 




SEnb 


Classified by 
D3:!''.'r:fy oit OADB 


DATE: October 28, 1950 


To_j2aeco^nd that a letter of co mmendation b e dire cted to Spec ial 
Agent James L. St art zeil oi' the,-iya3hinEton Field Office, pursnant^ to the" 
e^gestion of SAC Hottei of that office . 

lETAnS: " 

Tou will recall that in connection with the investigation of Abrah am 
Brothman, Oscar _J< ^n Vay . a former business partner of Brotianan, was. interviewed 
dD A^Veral occasions by Bureau Agents, at which time he d enied a ny knqrlecige ox’ 
espionage pr Communist Party ac tivities on the p ar t , of either jlb raham Brothman 
or H arry5ol2n No InToimaVicn was developed, hwrever, throu^ ttie Brothman"' 
in^stlgatidh which warranted the initiation of a separate investigation as- to > 

• Tr-ym- 

Ejccmpi from ffm yrfivfcM rtmr however, the Washington Field Office advised 

Information received fran a confidential informant 







Aion ofJ^g^^ a^^ijbtes were 
Itomatia^presently available 

8 concerning Tago was fami^ed to Department, as well . 
as to the ^ Tork on the ] 

floasibllitv^ifil^^^-^Y ■“! Toi n the Fe<leral Grand 

As a result of the it«v3Stiga tioD and Vagb’s ^terrog atio n l^for^ the 
yp deral Q rend Jury In the southern Distxl.ct~or'llew York on Octoter 20 and 27, 
1950, an indictment was returned against Vago on September 28, 1950, charging 
him wite violation of the Federal Perjury Statute* ■ Ihe -cx^ of this violation 
was the false statement which he_ made to the Feder al Grand J ury on October 20th 
to the affect tha t-hgJhftd..I e_ft th e United Ste te s an d returnedjbo Eur,opa_:to_1929 
and did hot ag ain enter the United' Stated untD 1933* During tee interim prior 
to hls~ second appearance berdre the reoerai Or Ad Jury when he retracted this 
statement and Indicated same was false, tee investigation hy tee New Tork Office 
developed that Vago was act ually in New. Jprit. City JUid. employe d by a fir m In 
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Xii was puxiiu 

^^^Sv^proper^SnWbl 



It was pointed out in 

throug 

h aiTlieen h andlin g 

a^nt'8 proper controx^fli ^^^^^ K^hlE handling of 
iras furnished to Ag ^n t^yS^^TO Ti on the evening o 
^tgr H ^A hfl~d*^me to lEh^ at^ntlb1ir~yf "the" informant. 



re ceive d 

Hila 

inforaatlon 
immediately 
ia_ ^g ent 




'tiirough proper evaluation of the importance of l^e infomation and the possible 
association of same to the Brothman - Gold matter^ pfqnpt.iy haH ma-hter 
brought to the^attention of the Bureau. As a result of his promp jt-action^ jthe 
Investigation of Vagb.^if"|)r5^6uslSLme^'^C'JP^» initiated, same c ulminating 
iirTire*^Wsequaht~lhdictn^ Vagb.^ 

RECaQJENDATIOKf : 

In view of the effective handling of this informant by Special Agent 
Startzell, as well as his prcmpt and efficient action in the matter, it is 
suggested that the recommendation of SAC Hottel be accepted and that a letter of 
ccnrcendation be directed to Agent Startzell.^s^ 
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‘lUfitelk ftatn Brparf meitt of Mtiitat 
9e2ioral Sixroau of imtntigafion 

Slasbinstotf, B* 

Field Office - Boon 1706 





Mr. J* Edgar Hoorer* Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U«S* Department of justice 
WashlngtMij D«C* 


Clastified 
Exempt from 
Date of Is eels 




Ret 


O 

Oscar John Vago 
Espionage > R 
(Buflle 101-1988) 


October 27, 1950 
PERSONAL AND C0NFie3ENTIAL 
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Tou will recall that an indictment vas returned against 
captioned subject in the Southern District of New Tork at New York City on 
Septesber 28, 1950 charging him with violation of the Federal Perjuxy 
Statute based on a false statement which be had previously made before 
the Federal Grand jury in the Southern District of New York* The subject 
is presently held in custody in New York in default of a bond for $50,000* 

I desire to point out that the present interest of the Bureau in Vago j i 

was ini±±Btgd_Qn_the basis of Infomation Whic h this o ffice obtained iqJ 

from^ 



Agent 
information, an 

Aa a result of this Infon^tion^ 
culminating in his sub8eq^len 


gation ox vago was ri 
[ew York City* 




I feel that the results att&WH in the captioned Investigation 
ely due to the effective manner in uhich Agent Startsell has 
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deyeloped and handled ^hls lofomant* It is apparent that Agent 
Startzell has Increased upon this informant tlie necessity for 
pronptly furnishing Inforaatldh which might be of interest to this 
•eau. and that he 


lecause of his effective handling of 

this informant, and his prollpt and effective action in the matter 
^Jivolving V agOf it is my recommendation that a letter of commendation 
be directed to Agent startzell for his alert iad intelligent handling 
of this natter* * ^ 

I , ^ J 

* ■ ^ * 

Very truly yours. 



Special Agent in Charge 
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To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


Transmit ths following massage to: 


BMi, OV XOBK 




love&bcr 6 , 1950 
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W/SHINGTON FROM NEW YORK 57A 
I RECTOR DEFERRED 


9-37P 



OSCAR JOHN^AGO, WAS., ESP - R, REBUTEL OCT. THIRTYONE FIFTY 

A SUMMARY REPORT IN THIS CASE HAS BEEN DICTATED AND WILL BE SUB- 

* # 

MITTED WHEN MIMEOGRAPHED. TRANSMISSION BEING EXPEDITED. 
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t ALL IWFORMTION CONTAINED 
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THIS CASE OPHOmATBD AT NE\V XOIvE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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AT mi JOBS. nuK NO. 65-5125 
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A photograph of the subject eas e:di£blted to T-1^ 
of knoim reliabilily, and no identification aras effected. 
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